No. 7 (7-Day) 
Sanctuary Candle 
9%" x 34%" top x 2%" base 


No. 14 (14-Day) 
Sanctuary Candle 
10%" x 3%" 


Guaranteed Correct 
in Every Respect! 


OLIVAXINE 


Long-Burning, Glass-Enclosed 
Sanctuary Candles by Emkay 


Emkay 7- and 14-day Sanctuary Candles com. 
bine beauty, quality and serviceability . .. 
while conforming precisely to Church specifi- 
cations. 

The natural-colored candle burns clean ane 
clear in its heat-resistant Duraglas container. 
which not only protects the candle, but serve: 
as a draft-regulator too. They are available 
made with Olivaxine, or in 51%, 67% o% 
100% pure beeswax. 


PURVEYERS TO THE VATICAN BY APPOINTMENT 


Candles, a Symbol af Christ 


MUENCH-KREUZER PS 
Candle Co., Inc. Ee 
Syracuse 1, N.Y. FINEST 
NAME 
TEL. GR 1-6147 IN CANOLES' 
NEW YORK CHICAGO 
225 5th Ave., 4001 N. 
Room 639 Ravenswood Ave. 
BOSTON NEW ORLEANS 
73 Park Drive 6140 Gen. Diaz St. 


LOS ANGELES 
745 E. Pico Blvd. 


MAIL FOR COMPLETE DETAILS 


Muencn-KrReEUZER CANDLE Co., Inc. 


Dept. T-1160, Syracuse 1, N. Y. 


Please send catalog with details on Emkay’s 
complete line of Church candles and accessories. 
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City & State 


Campaign Reports... 


showing the results which can be achieved by following 


The ‘Fair Share’ Plan* 


of Catholic Fund-Raising 


St. Matthias Parish — Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Capital Fund Campaign for School Expansion 


TOTAL PLEDGED: $433,364 GOAL: $400,000 
Number of Prospective Givers in Parish. .............0....--2c:2cccs2cesseseseeseeeeeee- 1600 
Number of Pledges Received to Date _200...........ccccccccsccesseeeceeeceseceeseeseeeeeeess 1339 

Cards not Finalized (Vacations, etc.) .......0..0.0.ccl.cceeeeeeeeeee eee 172 
Unable to Pledge to Building Fund ...........200.0000000.0c2t.ceeeeeeeee 89 
Average Amount of All Pledges (for 24-month payment period) ...... $324 
Percentage of Prospective Givers Who Pledged To Date .......02.......... 83.7% 
Percentage of Fee and Expenses of Amount Pledged .................... 2.68% 


St. Patrick’s Parish - O’Neill, Nebraska 
Capital Fund Campaign for New School and Convent 


TOTAL PLEDGED: $343,177 GOAL: $300,000 
Number of Prospective Givers in Parish ..0000...............::..-csscscssseccsesceeeeseees 613 
Number of Pledges Received to Date 000.....2........ceeeeeseceeeeececeeeecceseeeeeeeees 514 

Cards Not Finalized (Vacations, etc.) ......2......2...2::scccseseseceeeeeeees 48 

Unable to Pledge to Building Fund ...002.....0... ee eeceeeeeeeeeeee 51 
mverage. Amount of “All Pledges ).22 2 o222220. ke aes $667 
Percentage of Prospective Givers Who Pledged ............0.........-:scece000s 83.8% 
Percentage of Fee and Expenses of Amount Srledccd Bee Ae | 1.78% 


@ Pledges to these capital fund campaigns are in addition to the regular 
parish support, which is maintained or increased after a ‘Fair Share’ 
Plan Campaign. 

@ These campaigns were presented to parishioners through the use of 
six and eight page, tabloid-size, ‘Fair Share’ newspapers, which were 
written and layed out for the campaigns by our directors. 


CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN FAIR SHARE 
AND ASSOCIATES : 


314 East 51st Street 

Kansas City 12, Missouri 

Telephone: PLaza 3-4155 

Nights and Holidays: DElmar 3-2113 
NOW IN OUR 39th YEAR 


* Trade k R tered — C da / *R U. S. P 
Member of The American Asvociation Of Fund-Raising Counsel 
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TWO GOALS-ONE PLAN 


A lump sum and a permanent 
increase in average weekly income 
can both be achieved simultaneously. 
Consult Hugo A. Gold Company 
for a unique and highly successful 
plan that may well solve your fund- 


raising problems permanently. 
Write or phone collect to either of our offices 
Exclusively Catholic 


MIDWEST OFFICE: 
821 No. Karlov Ave. 
Chicago 51, Illinois 
BElmont 5-7055 


COMPANY WEST COAST OFFICE: 
SERRE Sa Ca See 230 First Street East 


~ ECCLESHASTICAL P.O. Box 725 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS Sonoma, California 
WeEbster 8-4596 
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The unseen person in the pew represents Catholic 
Mutual, which for 72 years has been helping support 
Parishes in all parts of the Country by providing them 
with reliable insurance at a savings. 


Catholic Mutual’s non-profit status, with no expensive 


agents’ commissions to pay, is the answer to lower Parish 
insurance costs. 


Would you like more information about this unique 
Church facility ? 


Dedicated ta the Temporal Needs of the Church 


CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF SOCIETY OF AMERICA @ 
BOX 1155 OMAHA 1, NEBRASKA a 
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An Irreparable 
Indiscretion 


eG from the enormity 

of the sin committed by 
Bernon F. Mitchell and William 
H. Martin, NSA code clerks who 
defected to the enemy, we were 
appalled at the ethical idiocy of 
Mitchell’s psychiatrist, Dr. Clar- 
ence Schilt of Silver Spring, Md., 
in disclosing particulars of Mit- 
chell’s personal life to the House 
Un-American Activities Committee. 


Dr. Schilt went so far as to tell 
Chairman Walter that he had con- 
ferred with “medical people” about 
the “possibility of erecting a clinic 
in the department, because per- 
version was quite a problem in the 
NSA and they didn’t know what 
to do about it.” 

(Silver Spring is close to Laurel, 
Md., seat of the NSA.) 

Dr. Schilt also confided to the 
committee that “Mitchell had con- 
sulted with him on three occasions 
about his atheism, aversion to his 
family and sexual problems.” Wal- 
ter quoted Schilt as describing 
Mitchell as “definitely” a homo- 
sexual. 


Can it be possible that this 
physican does not understand the 
obligation of professional secrecy? 
Has he never heard of the natural, 
promised, or committed secret? Or 
are we to infer from his conduct 
that, when people approach a psy- 
chiatrist, everything they say may 
be used against them? Just what 
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NATIONAL 
CATHOLIC 


READING 
ISTRIBUTORS 


RECOMMENDS FOR YOUR 
PARISH RACK 


Re Ss CONFESSION 


translated by 
John K. Ryan 
$1.25 


Now, the distinguished new trans- 
lation for modern readers in a 
handy, portable paperback. Every- 
one should read and re-read this 
great spiritual autobiography .. . 
should be part of everyone’s li- 
brary. 


1 to 3 copies, $1.25; 4 to 7 cop- 
ies, $1.13; 8 or more copies, $1. 


Write today for a complete list 
of parish reading materials. 


Operated by the 
PAULIST 


180 VARICK ST., NEW. YORK 14, Y~ 
TELEPHONE areas 4- 3560 
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is Dr. Schilt’s frame of mind? 
Does he think that Natural Law 
is somehow suspended when one 
of his patients commits an espe- 
cially odious offense against soci- 
ety? — and, if so, where does he 
draw the line on when and what 
to “blab’’? 

Certainly, Dr. Schilt has com- 
mitted an indiscretion that is ir- 
reparable, one that is unworthy 
of our free society, and one that 
is fated to impair forever public 
confidence in psychiatrists every- 
where. 


Red China Seat 


pte following news item was 


written by Aline Mosby for 
the United Press International 


STERLING 


<<  — 


and appeared after the comple- 
tion of our Editorial Comment: 
Glen Cove, N.Y. — Premier 
Khrushchev said today that the 
United States appears to be losing 
its fight to keep Communist Chi- 
na out of the United Nations. 


Khrushchev referred to the nar- 
row vote in the U.N. General As- 
sembly a few hours earlier that 
postponed consideration of Red 
China’s admission for another 
year. 

The vote of 42 to 34, with 22 
abstentions, was the closest on 
the issue in the ten years that the 
United States has won in oppos- 
ing discussion of Red China’s en- 
try into the organization. 


At a gateside news conference 
in front of the Russians’ baronial 
Long Island estate, Khrushchev 
said the vote showed that “Amer- 
ica is not winning but losing” its 


SILVER 


a) 


CHALICES 


Beautiful artistry and skilled workmanship give dis- 
tinction to each Chalice in Shreve’s extensive selection. 
Prices (including paten and case) range from $125. 


SHREVE? 


Established 1852 


Write for our 
Catalog 
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NEW.«+ AND JUST FOR THE PRIEST 


THE SUNDAY GOSPELS 


RICHARD T. A. MURPHY, O.P. 


There’s sermon material galore in this handy presentation 
of exegetical analysis and line-by-line interpretation of the 
Gospel for each Sunday of the year. Even includes “hints 
for homiletics.” Definitely written with you in mind. $4.50 


HELP ME, FATHER 


REV. EUGENE T. BLEIDORN 


Counseling outside the confessional, its purpose, its scope, 
and an outline of a particular counseling technique are 
the subjects of this timely title. All the information has 
the added value of being time tested and proven. $3.00 


FIRST STEPS TO THE PRIESTHOOD 


MELVIN FARRELL, S.S. 


All those who’ve said: there is no meditation book 
just for minor seminarians are now wrong. First 
Steps is just that and more: a book which gives 
the young seminarian a deep view of the priest- 
hood’s ultimate goal: perfect love of Ged. $3.95 


MANUAL FOR RETREAT MASTERS 


WILLIAM MCNAMARA, O.C.D. 


To give retreats is difficult — to give one to teenagers — doubly 
so. That's why Father McNamara’s book emphasizes the structure 
of the good teenage retreat, developing a spiritual message for 
them, and contains a possible outline for a young people’s retreat. 

$1.50 


At your bookstore. 


THE BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
1411 Bruce Building Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 
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INSIST ON 


SELF - LITE 


CHARCOAL 
$+t+t+++++444+44 


Costs /ess than a 


on 


The “star-saucer” shape H-O-L-D-S 
the three spoonfuls called for by Church 
Rubrics. Lights at touch of a match. 
Order Self-Lite from your dealer 
TODAY. 


Char-Lite Mfg. Co. 


1715 Delmar Blvd. 
St. Louis 3, Mo., U.S.A. 


Gentlemen : 


I 

; 

| 

| ; : ts 

| the interesting folder: The In- 
credible Story of ‘Self-Lite’ Char- 

| coal’ and its invention by a Cath- 

j olic priest. Also send list of dealers 

| 

! 

1 

| 

| 


| 
I 
| 
Please send me a FREE copy of 
| 
i I 
in my city. | 
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struggle against Communist Chi- - 
na. 
“The most important thing is} 
not the way the voting turned 
out,’ Khrushchev said. “It is not 
because we are so worried about | 
China — if they expel us, we 
won’t cry over the matter — but 
we are taking part in these dis- | 
cussions because we want to ex- 
pose the stands of those who op- 
pose it (admission of Red China). 

“The time will come when all 
these obstacles that are being 
erected will tumble down like a 
house of cards.” 


Marginalia 


N their definitive vindication of 

the late Sen. Joseph R. Mc- 
Carthy, McCarthy and His Enem- 
ies, Bill Buckley and Brent Bozell 
recall a campaign speech by Sen. 
George Smathers, in which he in- 
formed an audience of backwoods 
Floridians about the character of 
his opponent: 


“Are you aware that Claude 
Pepper is known all over Wash- 
ington as a shameless extrovert? 
Not only that, but this man is 
reliably reported to practice nepo- 
tism with his sister-in-law, and he 
has a sister who was once a Thes- 
pian in New York. Worst of all, 
it is an established fact that Mr. 
Pepper, before his marriage, prac- 
ticed celibacy.” 


Fr. Neil McCluskey, S.J., educa- 
tion editor of America, advocates 
that our schools start only at the 
7th grade and then go on through 
high school and junior college. He 
contends that the high school 
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ST. ANNE 
Brentwood, L. |., N. Y. 
ST. CHRISTOPHER 
Red Hook, N. Y. 
4 HOLY ROSARY 
Converting Hawthorne, N. Y. 
ST. JAMES 
Jamesburg, N. J. 
ST. JOHN THE BELOVED 
Wilmington, Dela. 


° ST. JOSEPH 
Problems To Projects Bronxville, N. Y. 


Sil,J OSERHM 

Winsted, Conn. 
ST. KILIAN 

Farmingdale, L. |., N. Y. 
PRECIOUS BLOOD 

Monmouth Beach, N. J. 
OUR LADY OF 

MOUNT CARMEL 
Asbury Park, N. J. 


O'BRIEN, WIELERT, COSTA, GIBNEY & KILLEEN, Inc. 


280 MADISON AVENUE NEw York 16, N.Y. MU 9-6368-9 


ST. ANTHONY 
Hawthorne, N. J. 
HOLY FAMILY 
Union City, N. J. 
ST. PHILOMENA 
Lake Katrine, N. Y. 
RESURRECTION 
Chester, Pa. 
ST. FRANCIS 
Clearfield, Pa. 
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Lafayette, La. 
SACRED HEART 
Rochelle Park, N. J. 
HOLY CROSS 
Bronx, N. Y. 
ST. PAUL - 
Prospect Park, N. J. 
ST. JAMES 
Red Bank, N.J. 


CENSUS 
CAPITAL FUND RAISING 


| INCREASED PARISH INCOME 
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Beautiful 35mm Color Slides 
POPE JOHN XXlll 


ROMAN BASILICAS 
(SPLENDID INTERIORS) 


HOLY LAND 
(COMPLETE COVERAGE) 


Lourdes, Fatima, Lisieux, Miraculous 
Medal, Ars, Holy Shroud, Chartres, 
Italian Shrines, National Shrine at 
Washington, D. C., ete. Life of Christ, 
Famous Madonnas, Pontifical Mass in 
St. Peters, Paintings of Old Masters, 
Rome, Vatican, Italy, Paris, Spain, 
Ireland, Austria, and many other out- 
standing color slides. For FREE 84- 
page Illustrated Catalog ‘“D” to 
PRIEST readers, write to 


ARGO SLIDES 


116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 


7 Set ar — — 
RECORDERS 
Join the C.T.G., $5 per year, 


save cost of membership 
with first order. 


Only C.T.G. offers: 


80% discount on pre-recorded 

tapes, including stereo. 

40% discount on blank tapes. 

Big discounts on equipment, 

accessories, original recording, 

tape duplicating, use of studios. 
We have largest library of 
Catholic religious tapes in 
the country, all bearing 
the imprimatur. Prices ex- 
tremely reasonable. 


Write for full details. 


IC TAPE GUILD, INC. 


4448 Forest Park Bivd. 
St. Louis 8, Mo. 
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“has long since replaced the gram- 
mar school as the focus of loyal-: 
ties and educational influences.” ' 
Fr. McCluskey estimates that by 
1970 we can expect to have five 
million of our children shut out 
of our schools by space limita- 
tions. 


Archbishop Brady of St. Paul 
recently defended the right of the 
Salvation Army to hold special 
services in the rotunda of the 
Minnesota State Capitol: “What is 
so terrible about the use of pub- 
lic property for the public wor- 
ship of God?” he asked. And then 
he added: “A little more prayer 
in public office might keep our 
appointed or hired officials mind- 
ful of something important.” 


The Serra Club of Lafayette, 
Indiana, voted to send a year’s 
gift subscription to THE PRIEST to 
each of the men _ ordained for 
their diocese last spring. 


The Liturgical Press of College- 
ville, Minn., has published a com- 
plete English translation of the 
new rubrics of the Breviary and 
Missal and annexed documents, 
with an index. It is available, 
paper bound, at 90 cents a copy. 


‘Ruth’ 


ARELY, one encounters per- 
fection in one or another of 
our literary forms. We found one 
such instance, nobis judicibus, in 
a movie review written by An- 
thony Lejeune for the London 
Observer. Mr Lejeune’s concludes 
his remarks as follows: 
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hig ‘dress’ CASSOCK 
specials! [rir 


ufacturer — SAVE the 


$49 and $55 values Middleman’s Profit 
Now $33°° to $4595 — weser.scatemic caps, coms an 


occasions. Write for rental prices 


SEND FOR SAMPLE FABRICS 
BROCHURE & CATALOG 


@ Ready to wear . .. designed for 
Priest and Seminarian. 


® Hand-tailored features . .. three 
deep back pleats, black Silanes 
lined body and sleeves. 


@ Made of color ae wrinkle and 
moth resistant i. e Cord Rayon 
at $33.50 or ayon mrdpical 
weave at $37.50 


SEND FOR MEASURING CHART 


Roman Cassock, 564X $33.50 aki AVAILABLE 
Roman Cassock, 548X Erode EGULAR JESUIT 
Roman Cassock, 504X 41.75 HABIT NO. 548X 


Semi- recat 54x 35. a5 TROPICAL WEAVE 

Sem{!-Jesuit, # 

Semi-Jesuit, 604K 45.95 84.1 15 
Cinctures not Included. 


Black or Oxford Gray All Wool Suit $55.00 
Black Gabardine Top Coats ................ 55.66 ROMAN reno 
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PALM BEACH 
SUITS 
Springweave 
year-round 
suits made 

of dacron, 
mohair, worsted 


59.50 


Wash and 
wear suits 


39.95 
@ 


Albs 

Surplices 
Cassock Vests 
Cinctures 
Collars 

Birettas 

Church Furniture 
Pews 


Altar Appointments 
Silver, Brass 
and Gold 


Choir Robes and 
Altar Boy Cassocks, 
Send for Catalog. 


CHURCH GOODS 
SUPPLY COMPANY 


821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 
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SACRA-KIT 


YOU need this practical 


Portable Sick Call Set 


for these reasons ... 


@ Designed by a priest for use in 
hospitals, homes and emergencies. 

@ Ideal for Communion calls and 
administering the Last Rites. 

@ Tough, attractive leatherette fab- 
ric covers Sacra-Kit’s durable wood 
construction. Velvet lined. Last for 
years but won't show its age! 

@ Compact: 11%4x1l0%"'x4” overall. 

@ Pull-out drawer provide instant 
access to your Ritual and stole, 
plus purificator, cotton receptacles 
and other sick call needs. 

@ Complete with removable crucifix, 
two glass-enclosed candles, exclus- 
Ive design spill-proof ablution cup, 
linen cloth and holy water bottle 
. . ». EVERYTHING you need al- 
ways at your fingertips! 

@ Satisfaction guaranteed! 


ideal gift for priests anytime! 
only $30.95 complete 
F.0.B. MINNEAPOLIS 
or order from your local 


church goods dealer 
MFG. BY 


L. A. CALHOUN CO. 


4020 ELLIOT AVENUE 
MINNEAPOLIS 7, MINNESOTA 
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There may have been worse 
Hollywood biblicals than “The 
Story of Ruth,” although I should 
feel hard put to it to name one. — 
The acting is tolerable, but whol- | 
ly without distinction. Elana 
Eden, a fragile Israeli newcomer, 
speaks with a pretty, broken ac- 
cent in the title-role. Peggy Wood, 
who once, I seem to remember, 
sang gloriously in “Bitter Sweet,” 
plods patiently through the plati- 
tudes of Naomi. Stuart Whitman, 
as Boaz, looks splendid on a horse. 
The film does not provide him 
with much cerebral opportunity. 

Tastefully, across the credit ti- 
tles, is displayed a sheaf of alien 
corn. The poetic touch. Charming, 
but it might well be countered by 
a touch from a bit of poetry long 
ago: “For out of olde feldes, as 
men seith, Cometh al this newe 
corn from yeer to yeer.” So wrote 
Chaucer, more than 400 years ago. 
And he hadn’t even heard of 
Hollywood. 


Bad News 


N his return from South Amer- 

ica, Billy Graham predicted 
that in ten years Brazil will be a 
Protestant country. He just might 
be right, too. His prediction ties in 
with what Fr. Joseph Gremillion of 
Shreveport told a Social Study 
Congress in Dublin last sumer: 


The diocese of Valdivia in Chile 
— where one priest has been or- 
dained in the last ten years to re- 
place six who have died — has re- 
ceived the brunt of an invasion of 
5,000 Protestant missionaries to 
Latin America from the United 
States. 
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Fr. Gremillion said that Latin 
America as a whole has an aver- 
age of one priest to 5,000 people, 
as against one to 650, for example, 
in Ireland. But things are getting 
even worse in Valdivia, he says: 
94% of the adults have been bap- 


CASSOCKS 
BLACK 
TOPCOATS 
OVERCOATS 
Altar Boy 
Cassocks 


~ BLACK SUITS 


Never Need Pressing 


Black Hats / Vest Fronts 
Paincoats / Birettas 
ALL Sizes — Immediate Delivery 


HARRY REYN 


40 E. 49th St., (Fourth Floor) 
PLaza 3-036] 


NEW YORK 17 


FREE PARKING NEXT DOOR 
Mail or Telephone Orders 
We Ship USA and Canada 


tized, but only 86% of the chil-) 
dren. Fewer than 6% of the Cath 
olics go to Mass on Sundays. Less¢ 
than 3% make their Easter Duty.’ 
And 48% never go to Mass at all.’ 


Archbishop Mannix Againi 


Wewee of Archbishop Man-: 
nix in a recent issue recalled! 
a number of incidents to one of! 
our readers. Evidently the vener-: 
able prelate has as many friends: 
in Ireland as in his adopted Aus-: 
tralia. Anyway— 

When Abbot Finbar of Mt. Mell- 
eray in Ireland called on the arch- 
bishop in Melbourne, the latter re- 
minded him: “It was in 1927 that 
I visited Mt. Melleray. And if you 
had passed through Melbourne 
without visiting me, I would never 
again have visited your abbey.” 
The archbishop was then in his 
nineties. 


(Reminds us of the archbishop 
who ordered a 3-year subscription 
to THE Priest through an oxygen 
tent. Although he obviously had 
high hopes, he was gone within 
the week, Lord have mercy on 
him!) 

Prelatial titles are the exception 
in Melbourne, while in Sydney 


1700 WALNUT STREET / 


CONFESSIONAL 


The PREMIERE OF AIDS becoming 
favorably known to priests throughout 
the Nation because of real service to 
the hard of hearing and convenience to 
the priest when in the confessional. 


Servea both sides of a double confes- 
sional. Under fuil control of the priest 
who may sit back comfortably while 
addressing penitent by hand Micro- 
phone. Fully automatic switch directs 


MICROSOUND—_ 


BERKLEY 9, CALIFORNIA 


HEARING AIDS 


sound from side to side by simply 
closing of the slide. 


Has distinct clear tone. May converse 
in whispers, no loud talking back and 
forth. Softly lighted receivers eliminates 
groping by penitent. Miscrosound is no 
experiment; has given years of service 
at almost no service cost. We pay ship- 
ping costs. 


Has the only successful connection to aid the Priest with hearing loss. 


950 
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The Kingdom af Heaven 


in Parables 
by Franz M. Moschner 


SESS 


A fresh and stimulating approach to the study 
of the mystical body of Christ based on the 
parables uttered by Christ Himself. An inval- 
uable book for Catholics and for those inter- 
ested in Catholicism. $4.75 


The Holy Spirit and 
the Art of Living 


by J. A. O'Driscoll, S.M. 
A short treatise on the seven Gifts of the 
Holy Ghost, firmly based on the Bible, the 
Fathers and St. Thomas. $2.35 


as ose 


Live Your Vocation 
by Paolo Provera, C.M. 


Father Provera treats the whole question of 
“vocation,” the religious vows and their sig- 
nificance, and the day-to-day problems of 


community life. $3.75 
HERDER of Sé. Louis {| 
17 South Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. [ 
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there is a_ relative abundance. 
When two Sydney priests come to 
the archbishop’s house, Raheen, he 
greeted them as Monsignori. They 
protested that they were just ord- 
inary, “unhonored and untitled.” 
— “No matter, Fathers,’ replied 
the archbishop blithely, “with the 
Sydney priests I always use it ad 
cautelam.” 


Calling on the Little Sisters of 
the Poor one day, the archbishop 
asked if anything of note had hap- 
pened since his last visit. “Nothing 
at all,” replied the Superior, “ex- 
cepting that the Carmelite nuns 
got a gift of several hens, and 
while they had them, Your Grace 
they never laid a single egg. But 
then they sent the chickens over to 
us and, would you believe it, 


YOUR 
CRIB 


ean only be 
from 
Oberummergau 
earved in 

our studio 


We are 
sculptors in wood 


executing all types of 
figures, crucifixes, sta- 
tions of the cross, re- 
liefs, complete church 


turnishings, eribaota: WOODCARVERS 

Your inquiry is invited. OBERAMMERGAU 
_,<. BPXITENAU / KIRCHECK / GERMANY 
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they’ve been laying quite regularly 


and we’ve had a plentiful supply of . 
— “A sure sign,” 


eggs ever since.” 
the archbishop replied in his most 
solemn manner, “that those hens 
were destined for the active rather 
than the contemplative life.” 


Crockford’s Plaint 


ROCKFORD’S Clerical Direc- 

tory of the Church of England 

has just been published in its 78th 

edition. Its Preface is always a 

pungent survey of the Church, 

more pointed by reason of the writ- 
er’s protective anonymity. 

This year, the author inveighs 
against the practice in his church 
of regarding one diocese as more 
important or desirable than anoth- 
er — saving Canterbury and York, 
of course. It could lead to a veri- 
table cursus  stipendiorum, he 


n U. S. contact: Mr. Frank A. Trepani, 
LITURGICAL IMPORTS, LTD. 
17 Murray Street, New York 7,N. Y¥. 


HEINZELLER 


Outstandingly 
SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGNS 


® Without priest solicitations 
® Without evaluation of parishioners 


® Without “minimum gift”? requirements 
© Without Advance Gift solicitations 


Including a contractually guaranteed three full day return 
visit of an Executive Director of the firm during your payment 
period, at a time of your choice, without charge. 


Your parishioners will appreciate the difference! 
% * * * ok oa 


We have eliminated evaluation because it is the most re- 
sented procedure in fund-raising. Our methods accomplish the 
purpose of evaluation faster, better and with full approval of the 
parishioners, without the need for the pastor, or an “anonymous 
committee” to suggest what anyone should give. 

We have never used “minimum gift” requirements, feeling 
that they are not Catholic in that they prohibit participation in 
accordance with their means of the lower income families of a 
par ich. The “widow’s mite” is no less acceptable than the largest 
gift. 

We have learned that those capable of more substantial gifts, 
invariably singled out for the “honor” of making the first gifts, 
appreciate nothing more than being treated as an ordinary par- 
ishioner, and being solicited as such. They express their appre- 
ciation, actually, with stronger support. 

It is not our intention to add to the duties of priests, but to 
lighten them. It is not the place of a priest to be sent out on 
solicitations. 


* Pa Ba % a 


We will gladly provide information without cost or obligation. 
Our representatives will call on you only upon specific invitation. 


The Charles J. Francis Go. 


3030 Bridgeway EDgewater 2-2177 


Sausalito, California 
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says, which might start with a 
tiny diocese in the styx, advance 
step by step through the provinc- 
es, until the ultimate is reached 
with a fine fat fief in some metro- 
politan area. 


Again, there are 44 suffragan 
or, aS we might call them, auxili- 
ary bishops in England. This too 
he considers an abuse, since apart 
from their episcopal consecration 
they have no proper authority or 
status. He suspects that some of 
the suffragans themselves are 
keenly aware of this. 

The office exists today, he says 
“only because the Church lacks 
the courage to break with feudal 
ideas and divide its dioceses on a 
rational basis. It may happen from 


time to time that for some special | 


and temporary reason it is desitt } 


able for a diocesan to have some | 


episcopal assistance, but,” he says, | 
“the modern creation of suffragan — 
bishops has quite outrun theologi- - 


cal sense, and it is a degradation | 
of the episcopal office that we 


should now have a class of episco- 
pal curates some of whom expect 
in due course to become episcopal — 
incumbents.” 


American Reading Habits 


FROM Nieman Reports we give 
you the following: 
Of 240 people who were asked: 
“Which of the listed sources give 
you the most complete and well- 
rounded picture of life in the U. 
S. and the world on a regular, con- 
tinuing basis?” 


‘ ix” Wool Year-Round Suit 
After Six” 100% Wool Year-Round Suits 
Tailored by Rudofker, one of America’s leading 
manufacturers. Nationally advertised to retail up 50 
to $80.00-Order now at BIG SAVINGS! Single or . 
double breasted styles in sizes 34 thru 46, regu- 

ae ele short or stout models. Extra trousers, 

on 

55%. DACRON - 45% WOOL Clergy Suits 
Ideal clergy suit for warm weather—weighs ap- 

proximately 4-0z. Perfectly tailored single 50 
breasted style in clergy black. Pleat front - 
trousers with zipper fly. Sizes 34 to 46, regular, 

short or long. Made — aeig? at $60.00. With 2 

pair of trousers, only 5 

“After - Six” All Wool Worsted Topcoats 
Specially tailored by Rudofker of imported 2-ply 

gabardine. 100% cravenette treated for all weath- 50 
er wear. Fly front, slash poekets. Reg $75.00 val- . 
ue. Sizes 34 to 46. Regular, short, long. Black 

zip goo lining also available for this topcoat 

a 


Extra long in sizes 38 to 44 add 10% 


Barry Salomon Wholesole Dept. 


GALES 


Clothes For the Clergy 
800 FRANKLIN AVE 


Order now—sent 
on approval of 
complete satis- 
faction. Write for 
new catalog of 
our complete line. 


ST. LOUIS 1, MO. 
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Permanent Books 


TRANSFORMATION IN CHRIST 


by Dietrich von Hildebrand 
The classic work on spirituality of this century is once again avail- 
able in English. Von Hildebrand discusses the fundamental atti- 
tude of the Christian, the desire to grow in Christ, and then de- 
votes a chapter to each of the spiritual attitudes necessary for 
this growth. $4.50 


BRINGING THE MASS TO THE PEOPLE 


by Rev. H. A. Reinhold 

introduced by Rev. Frederick R. McManus 
“This is a very remarkable book, excellently written. The purpose 
of the book—to prepare the public, clerical and lay, for the future 
reform of the Mass rite, a very lively topic—is entirely commend- 
able.”—Rev. J. B. O’Connell $2.95 


ST. PETER AND THE POPES 


by Rev. Michael M. Winter 
A brilliant history of the first days of the Papacy, supported by 
excellent research and integrated into a modern approach to apolo- 
getics. The increase in the dialogue among the churches will evoke 
a heightened concern with what really did happen in the first cen- 
turies. $4.50 


GOD OF THE SCIENTISTS 


by Remy Chauvin 
Remy Chauvin, already a highly respected scientist and writer of 
scientific treatises, now devotes his careful and scholarly attention 
to an honest consideration of the conclusions which can be drawn 
concerning the existence of a Supreme Being from observable data. 
$3.95 


CHRISTIANITY AND CULTURE 


edited by J. Stanley Murphy, C.S.B. 
Authoritative essays on the many aspects of Christian culture by 
some of the most respected Catholic thinkers of the day: Dawson, 
Sigrid Undset, Mestrovic, Barbara Ward, Gilson, Malik, Maritain, 
Spaeight, Cogley, Donald McDonald, etc. $3.50 


“Telephone Your Bookstore Now” 


Write for our lively 
newspaper (free) 


HELICON PRESS, Baltimore 27, ma. 
in Canada: PALM PUBLISHERS / Montreal 
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RECOMMENDS FOR YOUR 
PARISH RACK 


Heart in 
Pilgrimage 


by Evelyn Eaton and 
Edw. Roberts Moore 
T5¢ 


Dramatic novel of the life of 
Mother Seton, foundress of the 
Sisters of Charity . . . and possible 
Saint. A worthwhile addition to 
any list of inspiring, authenticated 
Catholic novels. 


] to 6 copies, 75c; 7 to 13 copies 
67c; 14 or more copies, 60c 


Write today for a complete list 
of parish reading materials. 
Operated by the 


PAULIST 
FATHERS 


180 VARICK ST... NEW YORK 14 i 
TELEPHONE “WATKINS 4-3560 
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10% — the local paper 
12% — a regional paper 


257% — Life 

15% — Time 

14% — U. S. News & Word Re- 
port 

Question: “If, at the time of 


Stalin’s death, conflicting accounts 
of the circumstances of his death 
had come in the news sources list- 
ed, which would you have believ- 
ed most?” 

23%—U.S. News & World Re- 
port 

16% — a regional paper 

14% — Time 

11% — the local paper 

Thirty-eight Oregon editors list- 
ed their regular magazine reading 
as follows: 


Life — 20 
Time — 19 
Sad Opel ees Ks} 


Reader’s Digest — 18 

U. S. News — 17 

Newsweek — 14 

Books showing up most often a- 
mong the editors’ listings were 
Advise and Consent, Lolita, and 
Lady Chatterley’s Lover. Reader’s 
Digest condensations also figured 
prominently. 


Child Marriages 


NE day last month two 16-year- 

olds came in to arrange a 
marriage. Although neither of 
them looked his age, the girl was 
especially immature — tiny, and 
hardly able to express a coherent 
judgment. The groom looked like 
one of the altarboys. 

We did everything possible to 
stall the affair, but both sets of 
parents were in reluctant agree- 
ment — the children had threat- 
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EXPERT CLEANING and 
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ReViucs clean 


Spray Process 


Developed by specialists ~ gently and ef- 
APPROVAL fectively floats dirt away ... revives the 
NO OBLIGATION tustre and beauty of fine rugs. 


es ert k 
pint vee eh-Aeptovd. PLUS... full staff of native weavers and 


Give accurate area meas- artisans skilled in the repair and restora-' 
urements when writing. tion of fine rugs. 
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NAHIGIAN 


121 South Wabash Ave. [ 
Prothers INC. Chicago 3, Illinois 
ESTABLISHED 1890 


FRanklin 22-8800 
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ORDER ON 
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ened to run off and marry civilly 
unless they had their way: so, 
with great misgiving, we complet- 
ed the formalities and saw the mat- 
ter through. 

We understand, though, that 
this sort of thing is happening 
with increasing frequency all over 
the country. The pity of it is that, 


——\ = ——| —s 


FOR MALE VOICES 


MISSA 
MARIALIS 


four-part alternating with popolo 
by Richard Ginder 


A virile Mass, easily performed 


Ideal for seminaries 
and other communities of men 


J. FISCHER & BRO. 


HARRISTOWN ROAD 
GLEN ROCK, N. J. 


“solid gold.” 
Mser. John Kennedy 
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TEMPLEGATE Springfield, Ill. 


although such marriages may have 
worked out in other times; they 
are not working out now. The 
principals are generally the vic- 
tims of “calf love” and within the 
year they are likely to be back 
in the rectory looking for a di- 
vorce: 

“He shoved me!” 

“Come on, now, Father — there 
must be a loophole... .” 

It has seriously been suggested 
that the Ordinary in each diocese 
deliberately place obstacles in the 
way of marriage between minors, 
requiring the written consent of all 
four parents, plus the recommend- 
ation of the pastor, plus his own 
approval in each case. 

That would give us men in the 
front lines something to fall back 
on. The delays might discourage 
the couple (Junior would have a 
little more time to “shove” Sis be- 
fore rather than after the mar- 
riage), and they would have a few 
more days to simmer down and 
listen to reason. 

If it be argued that they might 
elope — well, that is their decis- 
ion. If their faith is that thin, we 
are likely to lose them anyway, 
before very long. 


It is a matter that invites dis- 
cussion. We would welcome the 
opinion of our readers. 


available at your local 
bookstore or write 
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One subject to each booklet for greater selectivity. 
This material originally published at $3.75. Ex- 
cellent for discussion groups, religion classes and 
home libraries. All attractively packaged and 
snapped 
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in one shelf case 
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value its accurate and informed editorials 

like its truly Catholic interpretation of the daily headlines 
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Cape CBee 


How Are Things in Upper Volta? 


ILE in common with most 

people (save Cyrus Eaton) 
we are annoyed and even an- 
gered at the outrageous behav- 
ior of Nikita Khrushchev at the 
U.N., we feel upon reflection 
that in reality he may be doing 
the United States no small 
favor. 


The picture of porcine Nikita 
and hirsute Fidel locked in a 
grotesque embrace is, admitted- 
ly, not a pretty one. The out- 
rageous conduct of Fidel’s hill- 
billies in a Harlem hotel, the 
pounding on U.N. desks and the 
rude shouts of Mr. K and his 
various imparted stooges, his 
wild, irresponsible charges and 
wilder proposals, all this is sim- 
ply disgraceful, hardly to be 
covered by the term govern- 
ment. It makes a mockery of 
the very concept of the United 
Nations. One sometimes gets 
the impression on TV that one 
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is an eyewitness to a Troglodyte 
rally in some antediluvian cave. 

Clearly Khrushchev has come 
to make trouble—which implies 
also his confidence that he can 
do so with impunity. And why 
should he not think so? As 
summarized by The Wanderer, 
within recent months he has 
called the President “a weak- 
kneed” scoundrel, “fit only to 
manage a kindergarten.” He 
has lampooned the Vice-Presi- 
dent as an “errand boy” able 
“only to take care of goats.” He 
labels the two presidential can- 
didates, one “‘the son of a gro- 
cery clerk,” which is a strange 
phrase for this friend of the 
workers to use as an epithet, 
the other “a lackey of monop- 
oly capital.” 

Commented the Los Angeles 
Tidings: “Few, if any, of the 
hopefuls who hailed the United 
Nations as the salvation of 
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peace for a troubled world fif- 
teen years ago could possibly 
have visualized the present Di- 
vided Nations organization, 
thanks to Communist intrigue 
which fomented strife instead 
of promoting peace. 

“Searcely could these naive 
souls have foreseen that year 
after year the Communist 
strength would mount until this 
year, when it is ready to chal- 
lenge the Free World for su- 
premacy. 

“Little could they have 
guessed that Communists would 
stage an unprecedented exhibi- 
tion of monumental contempt 
and defiance by holding their 
‘summit’ meeting on U.S. soil. 
How could they have known 
that Khrushchev and his co- 
horts, even Tito and Fidel Cas- 
tro, would dare to make a spec- 
tacle of Uncle Sam by defam- 
ing him before the world on 
his own front porch?” 


Eyes Of The World 


What Khrushchev hopes to 
gain is fairly, if not completely, 
clear. He is making the most 
of the limelight his U.N. role 
throws upon him to impress the 
world, especially that part of 
the world now emerging some- 
what shakily from colonialism 
and that world of smaller na- 
tions which wants to be on the 
stronger side. Interestingly, the 
General Assembly which serves 
as his stage has drawn nearly 
half its membership from Asia 
and Africa. We should, then, 
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get it through our heads that K 
is not at all visiting New York 
or the United States but the 


* United Nations, which organi- 


zation happens, awkwardly and 
at our behest, to be located on 
the East River. Here he finds 
that he can seize upon the pre- 
cious opportunity of showing 
Russia to the uncommitted 
world as the champion of peace, 
of national sovereignty and of 
true internationalism trium- 
phant over the imperialism of 
capitalist countries. Well may 
he be thinking of China, too, if 
indeed there be a widening rift 
between these two nations. As 
he sits amidst his satellite mon- 
keys he can show the Chinese 
what the Warsaw pact means to 
them. 

It appears to us that he is 
arguing -from a position of 
strength. 

For one thing, the United 
States seems to be losing its 
freedom of decision and action. 
Within the slaughterhouse of 
Hungary in 1956, the U.N. made 
the U.S. impotent. When we 
sought the two-thirds Assembly 
majority for a strong stand 
against Soviet atrocities, the 
votes were simply not there. In 
1958, the U.S. narrowly missed 
being censured by the U.N. <or 
landing troops in Lebanon at 
the request of a legitimately 
constituted government. Last 
fall when the Soviet Union 
made its move to get Red China 
admitted to the Assembly, it 
lost by only 44-29 votes. The 
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/ prospect, dismaying as it may 
' be, of a U.N. dominated de fac- 


to by Russia, by Russian satel- 
lites and neutralists is one that 
at least must be faced. Whereas 
the General Assembly at one 
time consistently allied itself 
with the West, it now tends, or 
threatens, to vote a pro-Soviet 
position. 

Dag Hammerskjold has ap- 
parently just won an encourag- 
ing victory. For that we give 
thanks, crediting him with con- 
siderable ingenuity and vigor- 
ous enterprise, but we can 
hardly anticipate what the sit- 
uation will be even by the time 
this editorial sees the light. 
Particularly is this true in view 
of a rapidly changing and high- 
ly unstable day-to-day situa- 
tion. 

Unfortunately, to an alarm- 
ing extent, we are all the vic- 
tims of our vocabulary. We do 
not and cannot think by means 
of mere words, words being at 
best the expression of ideas. 
Hence, too often we tend rather 
to accept words unwittingly 
without looking at the realities 
behind them, at the concepts 
they may or may not imply. We 
hear “United Nations” but we 
do not perceive the pull of an- 
tagonistic powers that takes 
place in that imposing monu- 
ment to lofty idealism which 
rears up against New York’s 
skyline. We read that 13 new 
nations have been admitted to 
the U.N. and we are impressed. 
But what do these names mean: 
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Cameroon, Togo, Upper Volta, 
Dahomey, Niger, Gabon and 
Chad? As the Wall Street Jour- 
nal has put it: “We note that 
a ‘government’ proposes such 
and such, and we hang upon 
the words of a ‘president,’ a 
‘general’ or a ‘minister.’ 


“Now all these words — na- 
tion, government, president, 
general—automatically conjure 
in our minds the images of na- 
tions, governments and offices 
with which we are so familiar. 
And at times it is very difficult, 
if not impossible, to remain 
aware that sometimes the 
words used describe nothing re- 
motely resembling the image in 
our mind’s eye.” 


Fictions In Africa 


The London Tablet, for one, 
views these new governments 
with something less than jubil- 
ation, succeeding in getting 
beyond the terms to the actual- 
ity. In the August 27th issue, 
it dismisses them as “fictions in 
Africa.” The leading front- 
page editorial makes the obser- 
vation that the Afro-Asian bloc 
will equal almost half the total 
Assembly, that if any one of 
these splits in two there will 
still be more Africans. We 
might add that already the 
Mali Federation has come apart 
at the seams: one section, form- 
erly French Sudan, still insists 
that it is the Federation of Mali 
while the other section, unfed- 
erated, seeks separate entry as 
Senegal. The Cameroons and 
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the Congo are obviously fission- 
able material. Many other pseu- 
do governments are either high- 
ly unstable or financially flat 
broke, or both. Somalia, a 
French holding due for inde- 
pendence, has practically noth- 
ing with which to support it- 
self. In any case its Bureau of 
Internal Revenue, should one 
exist, would be the most frus- 
trated governmental branch in 
the world, what with trying to 
lay hands on its taxpayers who 
are largely members of nomadic 
tribes. Somali, a former Italian 
territory, will need $5 million 
each year from outside sources 
just to pay its government’s 
bills. The relatively rich Congo 
is urgently in need of some $100 
million for technical aid to train 
replacements for Belgian ex- 
ecutives. 

We are not by any means 
poking fun at national aspira- 
tions but there should be some 
correlation between aspiration 
and possibility. ‘These people 
are dreadfully inexperienced,” 
one American diplomat is quot- 
ed as saying, “but sometimes 
you have to let them make mis- 
takes; they resent being told 
what to do.” A number of dele- 
gations, for instance, have ar- 
rived without sufficient funds 
to pay hotel bills or fortified 
with foreign currency that local 
hotel keepers will not accept. 
But, though they may be broke 
or ignorant, they do have that 
all-important vote. 

Hence the imminent danger 
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that the U.N. may be approach- 
ing a stage at which the United 
States will find itself the victim 
of legalized blackmail. We 
must have those votes. Can we 
actually depend on good will or 
understanding or appreciation 
of the situation or shall we buy 
our way out? It is not an en- 
viable position to find ourselves 
in. 


The fact is that we find our- 
selves trying to outmaneuver 
the Communists for the favor of 
nations which find it profitable 
to be “neutral.” ‘The United 
Nations may have been an in- 
strument of the United States,” 
says a British diplomat, quoted 
by the Wall Street Journal, 
“but that day is gone.” The In- 
dian Ambassador to the U.N. 
views the situation with obvi- 
ous relish: “Neither bloc is go- 
ing to be able to have its way 
and that’s a good thing.” He has 
a point! The U.N. Ambassador 
for the Ghana Republic whose 
attitude seems more or less typ- 
ical of the fledgling African na- 
tions remarks, “rhe Latin 
Americans may vote as the U.S. 
commands but we Africans will 
not.” He foretells that the Af- 
rican states will form their own 
bloc to pursue their own selfish 
aims: “We'll vote together on 
things affecting African inter- 
ests and, on other matters, we'll 
vote on their merits.”” Why not? 


Selling The Vote 
The Latin Americans in their 
turn hasten to add _ that they 
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‘will not vote at U.S. com- 
! mands. “Our votes,” says a 
‘Venezuelan, ‘will be all the 
‘more important under present 
circumstances.’”’ No wonder we 
are currently taking about 
more aid to Latin America and 
the formation of closer ties. We 
are in the market for friends. 
We will have to heed the host 
of nations demanding the out- 
pouring of billions in foreign 
aid to please anyone who is now 
aware of his power to sell a 
vote. This could start a chain 
reaction. At the very moment 
when this international organi- 
zation is increasing its powers 
to an unprecedented degree, 
more and more doubtful politi- 
cal entities are finding them- 
selves suddenly important in 
world affairs. One American 
delegate frankly confesses, 
“We're going to have to get 
used to the idea of losing votes 
in the U.N.” 

While there was a time when 
the United States could tell the 
world that it would help its 
friends, and that any reason- 
able proposal was a mark of 
friendship, we are not so sure 
at all that this situation still en- 
dures. We seem rather to have 
been jockeyed into another po- 
sition where we must chase the 


native of Chad and Gabon as 
well as woo the citizens of 
larger powers, money bags in 
hand. We are losing the world’s 
respect to the extent that we 
are forced to beg and buy good 
will. It is, in fact, impossible 
to do so. 

Well, what has Khrushchev 
to do with all this? How can 
one speculate that he may in 
reality be doing the United 
States a favor by his rantings 
and ravings in the U.N.? 

One is not always grateful to 
the man who wakes him from 
a sound sleep, particularly 
when he is involved in a beau- 
tiful dream wherein he is the 
hero of the whole world, the 
greatest benefactor of the ages, 
the savior who alone can pro- 
vide the solution to cosmic 
problems and bring peace and 
plenty to all. But one must 
wake up sometime. 

If Khrushchev can wake up 
the complacent United States to 
a sense of reality (even if he 
has to frighten some of us half 
to death), he will, indeed, be 
our unwilling and unwitting 
benefactor. If Khrushchev, by 
his scarcely veiled tactics, can 
open our eyes to the world 
around us, we will all be in his 
debt!—G.J.G. 


Whose Fault? 


“We can offer unity only on the same terms as we enjoy it 
ourselves — complete submission to the voice of God speaking 
through His holy Church. If they won’t have this, it is not we 
who hinder unity.” — Cardinal Manning. 


November / 1960 


965 


eee ee 


For Your Information 


NCWC NEWS SERVICE 


ee from Protestant 
sources that Protestant 
athletes in the Olympic tourna- 
ment were “totally deprived” 
of religious assistance have re- 
cently been reported by a U. 
S. news service, with consider- 
able detail. 


Four days after the first 
story, the same news service 
reported that Protestant pas- 
tors were granted entry per- 
mits to the Olympic Village, 
and that an announcement to 
that effect was “greeted with 
much satisfaction in Protestant 
circles” in Rome. 


The N.C.W.C. News Service 
made an investigation, with the 
following results: 


The Federal Council of Ital- 
jan Evangelical Churches was 
quoted as declaring that its re- 
quest for appointment of a 


Protestant minister to the 
Olympic Committee for Religi- 
ous Assistance was’ turned 
down. 


We are told that Msgr. Nic- 
ola Pavone was appointed head 
of the Olympic Committee for 
Religious Assistance by the 
Italian National Olympic Or- 
ganizing Committee, not the 
Church itself. He had been ec- 
clesiastical assistant for the 
sports program of Italian Cath- 
olic Action. 

The appointment was made 
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because the Catholic Church 
is the majority religion in Italy, 
the host country. His office was 
to represent all denominations, 
and not Catholics alone. 


The request, made by the 
Protestant Council, was that a 
non-Catholic should be ap- 
pointed with equal authority to 
Msgr. Pavone. This was denied 
by the Organizing Committee 
(not the Monsignor) on the 
grounds that Msgr. Pavone 
would serve for all, and that 
the Olympic constitution spe- 
cifically barred religious intru- 
sion by denomination for the 
Games. 

The original news story of 
the agency concerned quoted 
the council as saying that Msgr. 
Pavone turned down a second 
request. 

Actually, Msgr. Pavone’s of- 
fice had no right or competence 
in this matter. The council 
representatives approached 
Marcello Garroni, secretary of 
the Italian National Olympic 
Committee, who could grant 
admission, and Mr. Garroni af- 
firms that he granted permits 
for four Protestant ministers to 
visit the Olympic Village. 

The council was _ further 
quoted as charging that list- 
ings of services in Rome’s 
Protestant churches, handed to 
the committee, were not dis- 
tributed to the athletes. 


November / 1960 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


We are told that the presi- 
dent of the council, Methodist 
»pastor Marrio Sbaffi, at Msgr. 
Pavone’s request, sent this list 
to the organizing committee 
for distribution, and this was 
done, with only the delay nec- 
essary for translation. This in- 
formation was transmitted to 
Pastor Sbaffi. 


The council is quoted as 
making the assertion that when 
the Danish Lutheran cyclist 
Knut Jansen collapsed and 
died, a Lutheran pastor was in- 
formed only hours after the ac- 
cident. 


We are told Msgr. Pavone’s 
office was not immediately in- 
formed of this matter, but 
when the news finally was re- 
ceived, Msgr. Pavone and his 
assistant at once tried unsuc- 
cessfully for several hours to 
reach the Evangelical head- 
quarters by telephone. 


It was stated that the Danish 
Embassy made a “sharp pro- 
test” in the Jansen affair. 


We are told the Danish Em- 
bassy in Rome denies it issued 
a protest in the matter. 


Queried by the N.C.W.C. 
News Service, Pastor Sbaffi 
agreed that it is a distortion to 
say that Protestants were “‘to- 
tally deprived” of religious aid, 
since athletes were free to seek 
out the church of their choice 
in Rome and since anyone 
could enter the Olympic Vil- 
lage reception center and ask 
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to contact whomever he wish- 
ed. 


Newspapers in the United 
States have published a column 
by “Cassandra” (William Con- 
ner) of the London Daily Mirror 
on a bar in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
What is put forward in the 
column as fact is substantially 
correct, but any inference that 
the bar is a drinking resort 
would be incorrect. 

The bar is situated in one of 
the rooms off the main church 
in a series of halls leading to 
the treasury. Its major function 
is to be of service to priests who 
have finished celebrating Mass 
and who want coffee or some- 
thing to eat before leaving the 
basilica. 

The term ‘bar’ as used on 
the continent of Europe is a gen- 
eral one signifying the Ameri- 
can equivalent of coffee shop 
rather than saloon. Coffee shops 
in Europe may serve alcoholic 
drinks for those who want them, 
but such trade is incidental. 

Cassandra’s implication that 
the presence of-such a bar is 
unbelievable (“Few people will 
believe you when you tell them 
. . -’) and his emphasis on the 
availability of alcohol at what is 
essentially a snack bar (‘“‘Would 
you like a Scotch? ...a rum 

. .?”), clearly distort the pur- 
pose and function of the bar in 
Peter’s. 

The Cassandra column states 
in part: 

“Few people will believe you 
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when you tell them that there is 
a bar deep in the heart of the 
holy, consecrated structure of 
St. Peter’s on the left bank of 
the Tiber. . . Would you like a 
Scotch? They have the best and 
the price is less than in most 
Roman bars. Would you like a 
rum only a few yards from the 


The Death 


most sacred part of the first ba- — 
silica of the Roman Catholic 
world? It’s yours for the ask- 
ING a Aus 

“You can get huge buns, great 
slabs of milk chocolate, chips, 
coffee, Coca-Cola (ah! sweet 
face of America), peanuts, and 
DN oy ae 


of Oscar Wilde 


“TI wrote to Father Osmond Cooke, Superior of the English 
Passionists in Paris, and received from him the consoling news 
that one of his community, Dublin-born Father Cuthbert Dunne, 
had attended Wilde on his death, had received him into the 
Church at his own urgent wish, and administered to him all 
the last rites, whilst fully conscious, though unable to speak, 
and exhibiting every sign of genuine penitence. 


“My moral obliquity,’ Wilde said to a friend who visited 
him in his last illness, ‘was largely due to the fact that my father 
would never allow me to become a Catholic.’”—Abbot Sir Da- 
vid Hunter Blair, O.S.B., in In Victorian Days 
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| About a recent book 
‘ 


Be NIeRCOTIC ring uncover- 
ed in Public School 78!” 

We Catholics might be 
tempted to feel some compla- 
cency when we read such head- 
lines, reflecting that such con- 
ditions are not found in our 
own schools. But there is in 
our country an army of four 
million narcotics—alcoholics in 
the strictest sense of the word 
—a large proportion of whom 
are of our faith. No one knows 
the exact proportion, but esti- 
mates for Alcoholics Anony- 
mous show us 100 per cent 
over-represented. Public au- 
thorities shrink from pointing 
the finger at particular groups, 
but from New York City we 
learn that of the 12,000 alcohol- 
ics treated in three hospitals in 
a recent five-year period, 80 
per cent were Irish Americans. 
And the alcoholic army is 
growing. A noted authority es- 
timates that in his own huge 
area the number has doubled 
in ten years. In one midwes- 
tern state the problem of alco- 
holism is five times as large nu- 
merically as all other mental 


Nationally known as a sociolo- 
gist and a frequent contributor to 
this journal, the author is on the 
faculty of West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana. 
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of Whiskey 


JOHN E. COOGAN, S.J. 


problems combined. And _ yet 
we are speaking only of alco- 
holism in its acute stage, the 
stage in which there is physical 
dependence and such compul- 
sive drinking that “fone drink 
is too many and 50 are not 
enough.” 


In the alcoholic army are 
found too many priests. Fath- 
ers and mothers through happy 
tears have seen those sons a- 
nointed with the priestly oils 
and given the divine commis- 
sion, “Going therefore, teach ye 
all nations.” With the graces of 
their vocation they might have 
“walked to the stars.” But they 
stumbled and crawled to the 
gutter. Instead of furthering 
the cause of Christ they are 
demonstrating the fatal fertil- 
ity of the sins of a priest. And 
yet, over large areas of our 
country, little of a consistent, 
systematic sort seems done to 
better things. In our seminar- 
ies, mention of the problem of 
drink is likely to be met with a 
laugh — like the frustrating 
laugh of the delinquent juven- 
ile. Gatherings of priests seem 
incomplete unless hard liquor 
is served. We pass from the in- 
cense and candle-light of the 
40-hour devotion to a “few tall 
ones on the rocks.” With of 
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course “one for the road.” 
(Auto accidents in America are 
yearly taking almost 40 thou- 
sand lives and are breaking one 
and a half million bodies.) As 
Cardinal Manning said, “The 
drunkards of next year are the 
moderate drinkers of the last.” 


Now picture the too frequent 
end-product of this indulgence: 
I see a sometimes recalcitrant, 
often a prideful, but always a 
sick priest of God, stumbling 
down the road of alcoholic obli- 
vion in the nameless dread 
which stalks the steps of the 
obsessed. I see a man who, 
whatever his cheap bravado, 
however loud his boast and 
bombast, however jaunty the 
false swagger of his pretense, 
walks in terror and sickness — 
sickness of body, mind, and 
soul.” 


An Earlier Time 


How long have we priests 
been contributing to such dead- 
ly delinquency? Archbishop 
Edwin V. O’Hara in 1955 said 
that during the first 15 years of 
his priesthood no one in _ his 
rectory ever thought of drink- 
ing. “We had a number of dif- 
ferent assistants (he tells us) 
and it was not that there was 
any rule—it simply never oc- 
curred to anybody. I can say 
very definitely that the direc- 
tion that young priests receive 
and the encouragement they 
receive from their fellow- 
priests has quite a bit to do 
with their attitudes.” 
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In those days before World | 
War I, Catholic children were 
given the pledge at their con- 
firmation. They promised not 
to drink until they were 21. 
And, by and lafge, they kept 
their promise. A bottle of whis- 
key might stand on the pantry 
shelf at home and offer no more 
temptation than would a bottle 
of shellac. 


Then came Prohibition. The 
Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union terrorized legislators in- 
to passing the 18th Amendment, 
even though “with a whiskey 
breath.” In reprisal, indignant, 
law-abiding citizens for whom 
alcohol had meant nothing, now 
began their home-brews and 
alcoholic concoctions of every 
kind. In one national conven- 
tion of Catholic youth the pro- 
posal to take the pledge was 
rejected on the score that “We 
refuse to give up the one effec- 
tive way we have to protest 
against the 18th Amendment.” 
Today, in consequence, we have 
our growing army of four mil- 
lion alcoholics staggering into 
oblivion, with here and there a 
priest. 


What help are we giving 
these priests? One well known 
lay worker for priest-alcohol- 
ics remarks, “As far as I have 
been able to determine, the 
Church has not made a single 
new mistake in centuries in 
treating the alcoholic priest. It 
nas continued to repeat the 
same old mistakes, in the face 
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of obvious failure. If mistakes 
must be made, let us at least 


» make some new ones, and learn 


better means and methods from 
those we make.” 

Fortunately, individual priests 
among us— with the approval 
of their superiors, including the 
Holy Father—are doing some- 
thing. For the past 12 years 
the National Clergy Conference 
on Alcoholism, founded by Fr. 
Ralph S. Pfau (its Executive 
Secretary), has met in some 
eastern or midwestern city, 
bringing together the interested 
clergy and their professional 
co-workers, including medical 
men and _ psychiatrists most 
noted for their work among al- 
coholics. Each year the Con- 
ference proceedings have been 
published in Blue Book form. 
Now we have the most helpful 
of those materials collected into 
what Bishop Pursley of Fort 
Wayne whimsically calls “The 
Best of the Blues.’’* 


Bad Example 


In this impressive volume we 
learn what is the meaning of 
alcoholic addiction. “Addiction,” 
we are told, “is a way of living 
that involves dependence on 
harmful quantities (that is, 
toxic quantities) of any chemi- 
cal capable of producing wel- 
come effects.” As to the cause 
of the addiction, one medic 


* Alcoholism—A Source Book For Priests: 
An Anthology, publ. by the National 
Clergy Conference on Alcoholism, P. O. 
Box pate anne bade 1960, pp. x plus 
685, $6.9 
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wise in the ways of alcoholism 
remarks that “I know what 
starts drunkenness in most of 
the people who started out 
normal. It was their first drink. 
If they hadn’t taken that, they 
would be normal still. I also 
know what caused the first 
drink. It wasn’t craving; it was 
imitation. Therefore, I put down 
example as the root cause of 
most drunkenness.” 


Some students of alcoholism 
see neurosis as the causative 
agent, but other experienced 
observers doubt this. They re- 
mark that all of us are neurotic 
in some respect. Moreover, neu- 
rosis is an inevitable conse- 
quence of heavy and continued 
drinking; and the consequence 
should not be confused with the 
cause. One medical expert gives 
as his opinion that the ‘most 
common single background fac- 
tor in addiction is loneliness, 
aloneness, the lonewolf ap- 
proach to problems.” 


Cardinal Curley feels that 
“the role of spiritual director 
has been too often neglected in 
the confessional. We give peo- 
ple absolution, and of course, 
that straightens out the past as 
far as the remission of guilt is 
concerned. We may even add a 
few words of encouragement 
and that helps take care of the 
present as far as worry is con- 
cerned. But the future is large- 
ly neglected unless we devote 
much more time to the positive 
constructive work of spiritual 
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direction which penitents need 
no less really than they need 
absolution.” 

The consequence of continu- 
ed, heavy drinking is likely to 
be addiction, in which one’s 
physiological structure is so af- 
fected that there is a crying 
need for alcohol. This depen- 
dence often puts such pressure 
on the appetite that the will 
cannot function freely. Hence 
the alcoholic turns to his bottle 
as iron moves to the magnet. 
Alcoholism then is called a dis- 
ease. Not that it was not cul- 
pably developed — although 
even here the difference in cul- 
pability between individuals 
can be great—but that alcohol 
is now a physiological demand, 
much as is oxygen for breath- 
ing. 

Humanly speaking, the alco- 
holic is now hopelessly beyond 
his depth. No matter what 
happens he can never again use 
alcohol as a beverage. And if 
he is to be saved from alcoholic 
enslavement it must be by an- 
other. Here is where Alcohol- 
ics Anonymous comes in. To- 
day, after a growth of 15 years, 
it numbers 200,000 souls, main- 
taining sobriety by spreading 
sobriety. This is now their way 
of life. The whole process is 
guided by an orderly 12 steps 
so in keeping with human na- 
ture that priest-students of the 
movement call it little less than 
inspired. The great pity is that 
it is being used on only one al- 
coholic in 20. 
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Even some religious superiors 
seem to treat AA with indiffer-— 
ence, as perhaps just another 
fad. But those superiors who- 
have tried it fairly and thor- 
oughly will appreciate the de- 
scription given by the Presi- 
dent of Seton Hall University, 
of the fruits of its labors: “It is 
a wonderful thing as a priest 
(he tells us) to see men and 
women dead to themselves, 
dead to their families, and 
dead to their religion get up out 
of the gutters of their commun- 
ities and walk. With their feet 
on the ground, they know that 
they come from the earth and 
are earthly; but with one hand 
in the hand of God, and one in 
the hand of an AA friend, they 
may stumble—and once in a 
while they may fall—but they 
will rise again, for now they 
can see, and have a pair of eyes 
pointed to heaven and their fi- 
nal destiny. AA offers one of 
the greatest apostolates in the 
world today.” 


The volume under review 
treats largely of the product of 
priestly alcoholic addiction. We 
may, however, single out for 
special emphasis those remarks 
that deal with prevention. Is 
there no place in America for 
such a Pioneer movement as 
has so revolutionized the drink 
situation in Ireland? In that 
country arrest for drunkenness 
has almost disappeared. The 
reasons are multiple, but the 
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Pioneer program through which 
those for whom alcohol is no 
problem pledge themselves 
nevertheless to total and per- 
petual abstinence is the star 
shining through it allk Mem- 
‘bers of the Pioneers pledge 
themselves through the follow- 
ing “Heroic Offering,” which 
they renew every day: 

For Thy greater glory 
and consolation, O Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, for Thy 
sake to give good example, 
to practice self-denial, to 
make reparation to Thee 
for the sins of intemper- 
ance, and for the conver- 
sion of excessive drinkers, 

I will refrain for life from 
all spirituous drinks. 
Each member of the Pioneers 
is then to live a life of active 
furtherance of temperance, 
looking upon every man as his 
neighbor with regard to drink. 


Total Abstinence 


As to the possibility of such 
a pledge in America, Fr. John 
C. Ford, of the Catholic Univer- 
sity, a notable figure in NCCA, 
says there seems an unexpress- 
ed, implicit feeling among many 
of our priests that there is 
something un-Catholic about 
total abstinence. Some errone- 
ously feel, too, he says, that a 
priest must drink “in order to 
draw souls to Christ, or in or- 
der to be a priest who is social- 
ly acceptable to his fellow- 
priests.” 

Fr. Raymond J. H. Kennedy 
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of Le Moyne College, however, 
has a suggestion: “I tell our 
scholastics that if we want to 
recommend total abstinence as 
an act of reparation to the Sac- 
red Heart, such a recommen- 
dation will have little effect un- 
less we ourselves practice total 
abstinence. Maybe that is what 
holds some of us back from 
preaching total abstinence. It is 
hard to preach reparation un- 
less we ourselves are making 
reparation.” 

But to encourage such self- 
sacrifice, the Catholic Total Ab- 
stinence Union is still among 
us, under the presidency of Fr. 
John Keogh of Philadelphia. 
Before the days of Prohibition 
the Union was very influential, 
but after the passing of the 
18th Amendment, the common 
saying was (as Fr. Ford re- 
minds us), “Let Uncle Sam take 
care of it.” The Union still car- 
ries the approval of the hier- 
archy and of the Holy Father. 
It is enriched by indulgences 
and is quite active in some 
places. Of the Union, Pope 
St. Pius X in 1906 said that “It 
is Our hope that by conferring 
such abundant favors, not only 
Bishops, priests, and men of re- 
ligious orders, but also the rest 
of the faithful, may resolve to 
bear witness to their regard for 
the Union and become mem- 
bers of it.” Can it be that the 
unwise appeal of the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union to 
the “secular arm’ to handle the 
American drink-problem has 
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turned Catholics finally from 
an organization as_ successful 
and as highly approved of as 
was the ‘Total Abstinence 
Union? 

The volume under review is 
almost silent on anything south 
of the Ohio River or west of 
Kansas City. Of course there is 
generous work being done in 
those areas but it might be sug- 
gested that the national effort 
would be more fruitful if all ef- 
forts were combined. This vol- 
ume will show what the NCCA 
has done and what can be done. 
It is offered as a source book 


. 


for the priest. It tells of the: 
founding of the NCCA, its: 
ecclesiastical approval, the na-- 
ture of the alcoholic problem,, 
the nature and history of Alco-- 
holics Anonymous, and the re-- 
sources for rehabilitation of! 
the alcoholic priest. Surely ev-- 
ery rectory and religious house: 
should have a copy. Then a! 
pastor or superior can be truly’ 
informed on this complicated | 
subject and can say that he: 
has made it practicable for his: 
assistants to get the information 
needed for their priestly labors 
and priestly lives. 


Saving the Expense 


It appears that three relatives were sadly discussing the fu- 
neral of a “small” farmer who was lying at death’s door. But 
they didn’t know that, his bedroom door being ajar, he could 


overhear their conversation. 


Now, as our farmer was heavily in debt, the first relative 
suggested that, to save expense, they should do without a third 


“mourning” car at the funeral. 


The second relative agreed, but the third chipped in: “I’d 
cut out cars and flowers altogether. The hearse will be enough.” 


The dying man managed to raise himself on an elbow and, 
mustering all his strength, shouted: “Wisha, if that’s the way 


ye want it, get me my pants . 
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‘Father, Could You 


‘His least brethren 

BA ] HE poor you will always 
: have with you” is an 
‘eternal echo that has come 
down the corridors of centur- 
ies. It crescendoes off the walls 
of any railroad station in a 
large city. 

I came out of Grand Central 
Station in New York and he 
was half a block away, but he 
saw me right away. He was 
dressed in a World War I Army 
coat, a fedora, and mismatched 
shoes. He was weaving a bit 
but he spotted me and “turned 
me in” as a Notre Dame line- 
man turns in an opposing half- 
back who tries to skirt the end. 
Like the old pro that he was 
this bum turned me in and pin- 
ned me to the wall. He knew 
me. Ail bums know me. They 
know that basically and es- 
sentially I’m one of their bro- 
thers. They know that my Di- 
vine Master and my earthly 
mother taught me that. They 
know that if it was not for 
God’s generous grace I could 
be wearing the same kind of 
shoes they are, instead of a 
collar and wing-tip buckskins. 

Automatically I got my over- 
coat open and one hand in my 
pocket and started fumbling 
for a quarter. This annoyed 
my new-found pal. 
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: Spare a Quarter ?’ 


V. J. DUNIGAN, C.M. 


“Hold it a minute, Padre,” 
he said, sternly wagging a fin- 
ger in my face. “At least have 
the good manners to let me 
make a pitch first.” 

So I had to stand there while 
he told me the Story. Rich 
looking guys passed us by. He 
paid no attention. He knew 
they weren’t bums. He knew 
he would only waste his time 
with them. 

I don’t know what quality it 
is that makes us brothers know 
each other but I do know that 
it is something that is recogniz- 
able from long distances. While 
the Roman collar neon-lights 
your presence, the pros can 
recognize you in a bathing suit, 
or even if you are wearing a 
gray scarf. Once I was sitting 
in the parochial squad car 
halted at a red light in the cen- 
ter of Five Corners. From the 
farthest point away a brother 
started toward me. The way he 
was walking he stepped on 


every paving block in the 
area. 
“Please, Lord, make this 


light turn green.” It stayed on 
red. The brother came up and 
took one side of the car firmly 
in both hands. 

“Come on, Father,’ he or- 
dered. ‘Gimme a quarter.” 
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There was nothing I could 
do. He had hold of the car. I 
couldn’t move. 


I have a priestly friend and 
a friendly priest who happens 
to be a monsignor. He too 
knows full well that he — ex- 
cept for God’s grinding grace 
— would be a member of the 
fraternity, because he gets the 
same treatment from the bro- 
thers I do. They even seem more 
brotherly because of his red 
rabbat. 


“One stopped me last night,” 
the monsignor said yesterday, 
“and asked for a buck. He said 
it was for his mambo lesson.” 


On another occasion the 
monsignor was stopped by a 
bum who was taking up a col- 
lection to celebrate his mother- 
in-law’s misfortune in falling 
down the stairs. They don’t 
waste such good stories on me. 
Last week I was nailed by a 
brother who stated flatly, 
“C’mon, Pal, ’m taking up a 
collection for alcohol.” 


The Finest Treatment 


The brother who gave me 
my finest treatment, however, 
spotted me one night going into 
Shibe Park to see a ball game. 
He was dressed to the teeth. 
He had shoes on without socks 
and a flappy dirty Panama. 
The rest of his body was taste- 
fully covered with one of those 
one-piece cloth jumpers that 
auto mechanics and jet pilots 
wear. This coverall had pockets 
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everywhere — under the arms,} 


inside the elbows, on _ the: 
knees, everywhere. | 
‘Like baseball, Father?! 


Know Fr. Kelvey? He taught 
me to pitch at St. John’s High 
School. Here’s a Sacred Heart 
badge he give me for beating; 
St. Augustines.” His frantic 
search through the pockets was 
accompanied by an _ audible, 
“Where in hell is it?” 


I was a little moody, so f 
shook off the search and fum— 
bled for the quarter. The only 
change I had was a half-dol- 
lar — in one piece, of course. 

He ambled over to the light, 
inspected the haul, saw it was 
half a dollar, and came back. 
“Let me have your. address. 
Father,” he demanded. “I will, 
of course, mail this loan back 
to you.” I found a_ rectory 
card somewhere, and he put it 
in his pocket — a knee pock- 
et where you keep a screw- 
driver. 

I never did get that half dol- 
lar back and I wonder at times 
if the people who run _ the 
United States mail are very 
careless. 


The sacerdotal treatment o: 
panhandlers varies. Some 
scold. Some give a temperance 
ferverino. Others flee, fortifiec 
with the self-satisfied assur- 
ance that it would be “used fo: 
drink.” Others charitably refe 
the bums to the nearest Fran: 
ciscan monastery (God bles 
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‘FATHER, COULD YOU SPARE A QUARTER?’ 


them) breadline. In these days 
of spiritual socialized and sys- 
tematized charity that can be 
worn as easily and chipped off 
‘just as easily as a woman’s 
nail polish, the bums still re- 


‘main personal stepping stones 
: 


to salvation. Such opportunities 
can be neglected only at one’s 
own risk. Bypassing a bum’s 
“simme-a-quarter appeal” 


could earn a wrathful con- 
demnation: “It takes one to 
know one.” 


Latin-Vernacular Ritual 


The Irish Hierarchy at their meeting in Maynooth in June, 
1959, sanctioned for submission to the Holy See a Latin-Ver- 
nacular Ritual which had been under preparation for some 
time. An indult for its use has now been granted by the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites. This indult approves the Ritual as sub- 
mitted and permits the use of English or Irish in the admin- 
istration of the sacraments of Baptism, Holy Viaticum, Extreme 
Unction, and Matrimony, and in the Apostolic Blessing, Fu- 
nerals, etc, in the same terms as the use of the vernacular has 
already been granted in particular indults to France, the 
United States of America and to various other countries. 


This tri-lingual Ritual will be printed and published by 
Messrs. M. H. Gill & Son, Dublin—The Irish Ecclesiastical 
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Baha’i World Faith 


MR. WILLIAM J. WHALEN 


\WHEN singer Vic Damone an- 
nounced recently that he 
was leaving the Church to be- 
come a Baha’i most Catholics 
probably wondered what in the 
world a Baha’i could be. Many 
residents of the Chicago area 
have no doubt seen the gleam- 
ing white Baha’i temple on the 
shores of Lake Michigan in 
Wilmette but few know any- 
thing about the religion which 
inspired its construction. 


Briefly, Baha’i is an offshoot 
of Islam bearing about the 
same relation to that faith as 
Mormonism does to orthodox 
Christianity. The cult demands 
the same unquestioned accep- 
tance of its prophets and scrip- 
tures as Mormonism demands 
of Joe Smith and his Book of 
Mormon. To Moslems the 
Baha’is are simply heretics. 


Most of the world’s three 
million Baha’is live in Persia 
where the faith originated 
about 100 years ago; another 
sizeable group live in India. 
The American branch of the 
Baha’i World Faith counts a 
tiny (about 10,000) constituen- 


Mr. Whalen’s Separated Breth- 
ren (Bruce) has gone into a re- 
vised edition this fall, and his 
Catholics on Campus will be re- 
leased in January. 
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Vic Damone’s new loyalty; 


cy, a fairly extensive literature: 
in English, one House of Wor-- 
ship, and a potential for growth: 
which should not be belittled. 


Unity is the theme of the: 
Baha’i movement. Baha'is: 
preach the essential unity of all! 
the major religions and the: 
brotherhood of mankind. They' 
plump for the United Nations, 
the international auxiliary lan-.: 
guage Esperanto, elimination of! 
race prejudice, compulsory ed-: 
ucation, equal rights for wo-: 
men, a world court, the har-: 
mony of science and religion. 
The last Guardian of the Faith, 
who died of a heart attack in 
London, summarized the reli- 
gious basis of the cult as fol- 
lows: 


“The fundamental prin- 
ciple enunciated by Baha’ 
u’llah, the followers of His 
Faith firmly believe, is that 
religious truth is not abso- 
lute but relative, that Di- 
vine Revelation is a contin- 
uous and progressive pro- 
cess, that all the great re- 
ligions of the world are di- 
vine in origin, that their 
basic principles are in com- 
plete harmony, that their 
aims and purposes are one 
and the same, that their 
teachings are but facets of 
one truth, that they differ 
only in the non-essential 
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aspects of their doctrines, 
and that their missions 
represent successive stages 
in the spiritual evolution of 
human society.” 


On the surface the cult seems 
to offer modern man a progres- 
sive common sense faith quite 
in harmony with many noble 
aspirations. Its creed might al- 
most be taken over as planks of 
a liberal political party. Eso- 
teric Bahaiism, however, turns 
out to be considerably more 
dogmatic than appearance 
would indicate. Doctrines of 
its two Persian prophets must 
be accepted as divine and in- 
fallible. In its foreign versions 
it is frankly anti-Christian as 
weil as anti-Islam. Member- 
ship involves obedience to a 
highly centralized spiritual au- 
thority and the cult can only 
be compared to the Mother 
Church of Christian Science in 
the zeal with which it censors, 
guards, and directs devotees 
and dogmas. 


A tradition of the Shaykhis 
sect of Shi’ih Isalm concerned 
the appearance of a Messiah, 
the mysterious 12th Imman, 
similar to the Jewish belief. In 
1844 a young Persian merchant, 
Mirza Ali-Muhammad, declared 
himself to be the Herald who 
like John the Baptist would 
prepare the way for the Mes- 
siah. (Pamphlets of the cult tell 
us this took place two hours and 
11 minutes after sunset on May 
22, 1844.) He persuaded most of 
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the Shaykhis to accept his 
claims. Hounded by the Islamic 
leaders the young man, who 
took the name the Bab (the 
Gate), was exiled, imprisoned, 
tortured and finally executed 
in 1850. One of his mentally un- 
balanced disciples took a pot 
shot at the Shah which pre- 
cipitated a wholesale massacre 
of more than 10,000 Babis. 


‘The Promised One’ 


The Babi who declared him- 
self to be the Promised One, 
known to us as Baha‘u’llah (the 
Glory of God), suffered the 
same persecution. An early fol- 
lower of the Bab, whom he nev- 
er met personally, Baha‘u’llah 
succeeded in establishing his 
claim to prophethood in the 
face of about 25 rivals in the 
Babi movement. His half-broth- 
er led a smaller group of Babis 
who rejected Baha‘u’llah’s 
claims and still await the Mes- 
siah. 

Baha‘uw’llah spent more than 
40 years in and out of pris- 
ons and died in a Turkish penal 
colony in Akka in 1892. In more 
than 100 volumes and tablets he 
elaborated his religious views. 
According to Baha‘u’llah (the 
Blessed Perfection as he was 
called), every age receives a 
Manifestation of God and a spir- 
itual message suitable to its 
level of understanding. He ac- 
knowledged the authority of 
the earlier Manifestations 
Abraham, Moses, Zoroaster, 
Jesus, Buddha and Mohammed 
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— but maintained that he had 
been appointed to be the proph- 
et for the present age. A basic 
Baha’i belief asserts that all 
the major religions teach the 
same divine truths, perverted 
only by misinterpretation and 
the dogmas of later orthodoxies. 


In a series of open letters to 
the world’s rulers, Baha‘u’llah 
urged the recognition of his 
claims. Among the’ recipients 
were the Pope, Queen Victoria, 
the Sultan, the American presi- 
dents, the Kaiser, the high 
priests of Zoroastrianism, and 
the leaders of the Shi’ih and 
Sunni branches of Islam. 


When he died, the mantle of 
leadership fell on his eldest 
son, Abdul-Baha (the Servant 
of Baha). He also spent about 
40 years in prison but was re- 
leased by the Young Turks in 
1908 and later toured Egypt, 
Europe, and the United States. 
He broke ground for the Wil- 
mette temple in 1912—it would 
not be dedicated until 1953. He 
made his home in Haifa and was 
knighted by the British for his 
humanitarian work during 
World War I. After his death in 
1921 his body was placed in a 
mausoleum on Mount Carmel; 
the cultists buried the body of 
the Bab in the same area after 
hiding his remains for 60 years. 
Abdul-Baha interpreted the 
writings of his father and is 
honored as one of the world’s 
great religious figures by the 
Baha’is but he lacks the divine 
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authority of the Bab and Baha-- 
‘wllah. 


Headquarters at Haifa | 


His grandson Shoghi Effendi! 
Rabbani, an Oxford student,. 
succeeded to leadership. He con--: 
tinued the expansion and ad-: 
ministrative organization of the: 
cult until his death in 1957. The: 
cult is now governed by a temp-: 
orary body of 27 known Hands: 
of the Cause. In 1963 the Ba-: 
ha’is will elect a new admini-: 
strative body. One of the Hands: 
of the Cause is Shoghi Effen- 
di’s widow, the former Mary 
Maxwell of Montreal. Haifa re- 
mains international headquar- 
ters; there the cult maintains a 
number of marble buildings and 
shrines. 


Spiritual numerology fascin- 
ated Baha‘ullah and his de- 
votees. For example, the num- 
ber nine holds a special sacred 
significance. Baha‘u’llah main- 
tained that his new religion, 
the ninth, was built on the eight 
major world religions which 
preceded it; these he identified 
as Sabianism, Buddhism, Hin- 
duism, Zoroastrianism, Judaism, 
Christianity, Mohammedanism, 
and Babism. Local spiritual as- 
semblies receive recognition 
when they enroll nine members. 
They elect nine members of the 
National Spiritual Assembly at 
Wilmette. Nine of the 27 Hands 
of the Faith must live in Haifa. 
The Baha’i Houses of Worship 
must be built with nine sides. 
etc. 
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Designed by a French-Canad- 
ian convert, Louis Bourgeois, 
the Wilmette temple cost more 
than $2,600,000 and seats 1,200 
in the main auditorium. The ex- 
terior has been covered by a 
special pre-cast stone which 
gives it a lacey appearance. The 
nine alcoves are decorated with 
sayings of Baha‘u’llah; like the 
mosque, the Baha’i temple em- 
ploys only geometric designs or 
Arabic script for decoration. The 
outside columns depict the 
chronology of the major relig- 
ions by means of the ancient 
swastika, the Star of David, the 
Christian cross, the star and 
crescent of Islam and finally 
the nine-pointed star of the Ba- 
ha’i faith. 

No Professional Clergy 


Like Islam the Baha’i faith 
employs no professional clergy. 
Local congregations get together 
every 19 days for worship 
which consists of prayer, medi- 
tation, and scripture readings. 
Only solos and a-capella sing- 
ing are allowed. Each year Ba- 
ha’is observe a 19-day fast pat- 
terned after the Moslem Rama- 
dan. No food or drink is allowed 
between sunrise and sunset. Ba- 
ha’is follow a calendar of 19 
months of 19 days with New 
Year’s falling on March 21. 

Baha’is, unlike their Moslem 
cousins, forbid polygamy. Mar- 
riages may be entered into only 
with the written consent of all 
living parents. A one-year trial 
separation must precede di- 
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vorce. The cult forbids liquor, 
tobacco, and narcotics. It rec- 
ommends prescribed short pray- 
ers such as “Ya Baha‘u’l-Abha” 
(Oh Glory, the most Glorious) 
which, if repeated 95 times a 
day, is supposed to guarantee 
peace of soul to the believer. 


Of course, the cult denies the 
divinity of Christ. Our Lord be- 
comes simply one of a series of 
Manifestations of God or pro- 
phets. Baha‘u’llah lifted the Is- 
lamic dispensation just as Islam 
replaced Christianity at an ear- 
lier date, according to the cult. 
Abdul-Baha called the Christian 
eucharist an “absolute fantasy.” 

Essentially the Baha’is are 
agnostics who deny that God 
can be known by man. They de- 
ny original sin, the reality of sin 
and evil, the existence of hell. 
They teach that the universe is 
without a beginning or crea- 
tion; it is rather a ‘“‘perpetual 
emanation from the Great First 
Cause.” After death the spirit 
progresses to a state of perfec- 
tion. They do not hesitate to in- 
corporate into their worship the 
scriptures of other religions: 
the Old and New Testaments, 
the Koran, the Vedas, etc. Ba- 
ha’ism has been called the syn- 
cretic religion par excellence. 


Meeting Places 


Most Baha’is outside the Chi- 
cago area meet in private homes 
and hotel rooms. The cult 
claims members in 1,300 Am- 
erican communities and reports 
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50 new congregations launched 
during 1959. The Wilmette 
temple remains the only perm- 
anent House of Worship in this 
hemisphere. The immediate goal 
is to erect such temples on each 
continent and eventually in ev- 
ery large city in the world. A 
home for the aged has recently 
been opened near the Wilmette 
temple and is the first of a com- 
plex of educational and philan- 
thropic institutions to be built 
around each temple: a hospital, 
orphanage, science institute, and 
college. 


The cult enlists the services 
of a number of self-supporting 
missionaries known as Pioneers 
who organize local assemblies 
wherever they are sent. Baha’is 
conduct summer schools at El- 
iot, Maine; Geyserville, Cali- 
fornia; and Davidson, Michigan. 
The national body places ads in 
dozens of newspaper and mag- 
azines and tries to interest some 
of the 100,000 annual visitors to 
Wilmette in its teachings. It 
reaps publicity in scores of cit- 
ies by sponsoring World Relig- 
ion Day on the 3rd Sunday of 
January. 


Probably the best known con- 
verts were Queen Marie of Ru- 
mania and the late film star 
Carol Lombard. Like Christian 
Science it draws its adherents 
from the distaff side in this 
country. The cult’s heavily Ar- 
abic and exotic flavor probably 
repels some inquirers, but its 
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emphasis on strict racial equal- _ 
ity has garnered a number of. 
Negro converts. 


Baha’is do not seem to be. 
discouraged by the relatively 
slow progress of their religion, 
which they are sure will sup- 
plant all existing religions. They 
point out that despite intense 
persecution and periodic pog- 
roms in Persia it has spread 
to more than 240 nations, ter- 
ritories, and islands. Like the 
Marxists, the Baha’is go ahead 
confident that the world is 
moving inexorably toward unity 
which is the central theme of 
their new religion. The time 
will come, they believe, when 
the people of the world will 
look in desperation to Baha‘u’- 
llah for answers to the prob- 
lems caused by nationalism, 
race prejudice, superstition, etc. 


They are having some diffi- 
culty at the moment holding all 
the followers of Baha‘u’ lah in 
one organization. A _ splinter 
group has broken away to form 
the New History Foundation, 
which sponsors a youth move- 
ment called the Caravan of East 
and West. 


Catering to a desire for nov- 
elty and mysticism, a relaxed 
sexual code, a frank racial 
equality, many cults such as 
Baha’i will probably attract a 
growing number of Americans 
searching for religious status 
outside the Christian commun- 
ity. 
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A Parish Library 


—almost a necessity 


Scratch any parish these days 

and you'll find a parish li- 
brary. Sometimes it is a flour- 
ishing enterprise, all catalogued 
and correct according to the 
Dewey Decimal system; some- 
times it is a few self-service 
shelves in the vestibule; often 
it only exists in the mind of one 
zealous parishioner as a very 
small seed looking for a place 
to sprout. In some degree or 
other it is there: flourishing, 
experimental, or merely lurk- 
ing. 


The way things are going, the 
church architect of the future 
will have to provide for the 
parish library as certainly as 
for the Baptismal Font and the 
Stations of the Cross. The li- 
brary fund will be a regular 
part of church expenses, and 
every parish, as a matter of 
course, will have a Father (or a 
Sister) supervising the project. 


At present, however, the idea 
is still in the pioneer stage and 
in most cases if we would see 
a good library in our own par- 
ish we must manage it any- 
where and anyhow we can, 
making full use of the excellent 
and valuable advice that is now 
so readily available. 


The National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, the Paulist 
Press, the Thomas More Asso- 
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ciation, to mention only a few, 
have published informative 
pamphlets on the subject. And 
every year the Catholic Library 
Association makes available a 
Catholic Booklist of approxi- 
mately 300 titles; back numbers 
can be obtained from St. Cath- 
erine Junior College, St. Cath- 
erine, Kentucky. Whatever else 
is lacking—space, funds, assist- 
ance, books—there is no short- 
age of advice. The thing to do is 
to prime yourself and your 
group with as much of it as pos- 
sible and begin. 


Make A Good Start! 


As important as it is to begin, 
it is even more important to be- 
gin properly. Failures in this 
field are most often the result 
of bad starts. In the first flush 
of enthusiasm it is fairly easy 
and fairly typical to make cer- 
tain mistakes. It is easy, for in- 
stance, to surrender, in the in- 
terest of raising funds and pro- 
moting good will, to the well- 
meaning but disastrous med- 
dling of other parish societies. 
It is easy to fall prey to the 
“patron” who wants to donate 
all or part of a haphazard priv- 
ate collection to the new library. 
As a protective device, a definite 
statement of policy and purpos- 
es should be formulated at the 
start, and a list of titles wanted 
made available to parishioners 


983 


ing the Catholic Church. 


Serv 


ices 


igns presently underway 


5 CCS area off 
* CCS Campa 


CC 


November / 1960 


984 


‘ommunity Counselling Service, Inc. 
Catholic Fund Raising and Public Relations 
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JFFALO, NEW YORK NUTLEY, NEW JERSEY ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
4ICAGO, ILLINOIS OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
ONTREAL, P. Q. SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


You may call, or wire us col/ect. 
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at the time of the first an- 
nouncement from the pulpit. 

It is not wise to send out a 
general call for any and all 
books as if you were the Sea- 
men’s Institute, or even to ac- 
cept one that is not on the list. 
This is the way to a hodge- 
podge of musty old tomes that 
nobody will ever read; such as 
nine editions of Kingsley’s Wat- 
er Babies, or the Poems of Ad- 
elaide Proctor with “to Hannah, 
Christmas 1910” inscribed on 
the flyleaf. It not only creates 
a permanent problem for the 
library but it is a good sign that 
you are losing control of your 
stated purposes. Take care that 
the books on the shelves do not 
get there by accident. 


The Location 


Having taken this precaution, 
the next thing to think about 
is the location. If the library 
is so placed that the user is 
always confronted with the 
choice of attending the Perpet- 
ual Novena or of marching 
down the aisle and ignoring it; 
if it is closed territory to ladies 
in slacks (and there are still 
many of us who won’t go in 
without a hat); if its inacces- 
sibility is forbidding to the tim- 
id or the self-conscious, then a 
large number of potential read- 
ers will be forfeited. 

For these reasons, it is better 
to have the entrance separate 
from but adjacent to the church, 
if possible, and on street level 
or below. There is something 
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about going up a few steps that; 
is intimidating; while it is: 
strangely attractive, even in- ' 
triguing, to go down. Whatever’ 
you decide, or are obliged to: 
accept, put up a sign — and a. 
light. Let no one pass by under | 
the impression that it is not. 
there. . | 
Inside, everything ought to 
be designed to encourage brow- 
sing, reading on the premises, 
informality, and _ relaxation. 
Easy chairs and lamps are es- 
pecially helpful if the space al- 
lows. But permission to smoke 
will greatly outweigh any nec- 
essary sacrifice of other com- 
forts; it is almost an impera- 
tive concession toward an at- 
mosphere of relaxation. 


The Librarian 


Once the library has begun to 
function, the atmosphere is very 
greatly dependent upon the vol- 
unteer at the desk. She (or he) 
must, of course, know some- 
thing of the books themselves 
and how to use the catalogues. 
But she must also know and be 
willing to observe the basic 
principles of library decorum: 
to maintain at least the “flavor” 
of silence; to answer questions, 
not ask them; to be impersonal 
and efficient and not to invite 
confidences. Her hours on duty 
should not be the occasion for 
catching up with local gossip 
or for entertaining her friends. 
This almost inevitable failing of 
library volunteers, if given its 
head, will result in a gradual 
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deterioration, and it is worth 
taking the trouble to provide a 
short training period as a pre- 
requisite for librarians. 

Another persistent bugaboo in 
enterprises run by volunteer as- 
sistance is the tendency to unre- 
liability. In a library, this is a 
true disaster. There is nothing 
discouraging than _ to 
trudge around to the library on 
your usual evening, your arms 
loaded with books, only to find 
that it is closed. No matter what 
the excuse, it is not good en- 
ough. Whatever hours you de- 
cide upon, be open during those 
hours at any cost. 


The Schedule 


The scheduled hours of op- 
eration depend largely upon the 
nature and temper of the com- 
munity, but even more, on the 
number and availability of the 
volunteers. Generally, it is most 
satisfactory to arrange a simple 
and easily memorized schedule. 
Trying to coincide with, or a- 
void, the hours of church ser- 
vices has no special merit and 
only complicates everything, 


thus increasing the number of 
telephone calls to the rectory. 


In any case, leave at least 
one night a week when the li- 
brary is closed. The library 
group will have to meet oc- 
casionally to discuss new books, 
ideas for expansion and changes 
in policy. And, in time, there 
will be extra-curricular activi- 
ties now and then: art exhibits, 
lectures on Catholic books and 
authors, films or slides on var- 
ious popular subjects. These ac- 
tivities, valuable as they are, 
should never be allowed to in- 
terfere with the normal func- 
tioning of the library itself. 


Nothing, once it has been set 
going, should be permitted to 
interfere with the smooth, rout- 
ine operation of the parish li- 
brary. It is a large job that re- 
quires a maximum of planning, 
attention, and patience, especi- 
ally in its early stages. It is not 
going to show results immedi- 
ately, but when they do appear 
they can be tremendously grat- 
ifying. The rewards (even in 
this world) can be glorious. 


+ +¢ + 


The Black Keys 


“The future continent of the earth is Africa. In 150 years 
from now Africa will be industrially as the United States is 
today. We of the West have been superior, but not because we 


have been white 


. . . God has played on the white keys long 


enough; and in the future, God will play on the black keys.” 
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Children and the Catechism 


EDMUND T. MEEHAN 


FAR from any desire to enter 

into the friendly discussion 
on Regimentation which took 
place in THE PRIEST a few 
months ago, our remarks are 
intended more in the manner 
of an observation. It seems to 
us that the first few pages of 
the catechism are well-nigh in- 
dispensable, with the simple 
but all-embracing answers to 
questions like: “Who is God? 
What is man? Why did God 
make me?” 

In passing we think it would 
be well to give the answer to 
“Why did God make me?” a 
special heading, or to empha- 
size it in some particular way 
as: THE MEANING OF LIFE, be- 
cause so many go through life 
trying to fathom its meaning. 
They will read books on phil- 
osophy, visit psychiatrists, ask 
the man in the street, and all 
the while it is on Page One of 
the catechism. 


Possibly if it were printed in 
another way, teachers and 
pupils alike might pay more 
attention to the importance of 
these items, and not to one or 
two of them: 

God Made Me: 

(1) to Know Him 
(2) to LovE Him 
(3) to SERVE Him 


Father Meehan is a New York 
pastor. 
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Teaching vs. preaching — 


Then each item becomes a 
step, and it means there and 
then that the teacher must 
pause and give the pupils an 
idea of what each means; that — 
before we can love and serve, 
we must know the One we are 
serving. Why? Unless we out- 
line the three steps, we merely 
ask the child to memorize the 
answer and go right on to the 
next. 


“Ignorance is the curse of 
God; knowledge the wing 
wherewith we fly to heaven” 
— Shakespeare, Henry IV. To 
impart the information in such 
a way that it may become part 
and parcel of the child we 
could exercise the Golden Rule: 
“Do unto others as we would 
have them do unto us.” How 
would we like this taught to 
us, so that we could understand 
it? Or, suppose that we first 
teach it to ourselves so that we 
ourselves comprehend it 
thoroughly. If we do, then it 
will be that much easier to im- 
part in a clear, concise way to 
others. 

“Really know what you say 
you know; know what you 
know and what you do not 
know; get one thing well before 
you go to a second” — Cardinal 
Newman, Idea of a University. 


In passing, let us say that, 
since so many  cathechisms 
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have been written, if this idea 
has not yet been included, then 
we suggest it: conclude each 
chapter with a skeleton outline 
of the preceding matter so 
simple that the child could 
form the skeleton in his mind 
and remember it, not merely 
for the monthly test but pos- 
sibly for many moons to come. 
The three-leaf clover or sham- 
rock of St. Patrick could still 
be a simple way of explaining 
the Trinity. Then there is the 
skeleton plan of sin which may 
or may not have been done be- 
fore: 


I — Original — inherited; 


II — Personal — committed 
ourselves: 
(1) mortal — serious; 


(2) venial — light. 


Then there is the simple way 
of remembering the seven Cap- 
ital Sins by the word: PALA- 
GES, which contains the first 


letter of each capital sin: 
Pride, Avarice, Lust, Anger, 
Gluttony, Envy, and _ Sloth. 


(Sloth here is the “sleeper,” in 
the sense that it is responsible 
for so many other sins because 
one does not exercise the effort 
to pray and to resist tempta- 
tion; and to do something use- 
ful which would preclude 
temptation.) Father Daniel 
Lord, S.J., of happy memory, 
used to tell groups of teen- 
agers: “If anyone asked you 
your predominant fault, it 
wouldn’t be what you think it 
is. Because your predominant 
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fault is sloth — you are just 
too doggone lazy to do some- 
thing worthwhile.” 


Knowledge A Necessity 


In the elementary grades 
therefore we would like to see 
much more emphasis given to 
the knowledge of God and of 
our religion, before skipping to 
love, and particularly to ser- 
vice. By service in this in- 
stance, we mean a teacher urg- 
ing a child to daily visits, daily 
Mass, daily rosary, etc., and all 
the while the child not under- 
standing what these things are 
or mean. “If you love me, you 
will keep my commandments.” 
Love here certainly implies 
knowledge of the law. 

We see one learning to type: 
he has before him the paper 
plan of the keys, and not the 
actual machine which will later 
serve him. The same with the 
pupil for the piano. One learn- 
ing to dance isn’t given a part- 
ner immediately. Rather, he is 
taken to a diagram on the floor 
and told to follow the lines and 
arrows with his feet. Prior to 
major league, college and high- 
school baseball, there are the 
days in the back-lots where 
the kids actually learn the 
ABC’s of the game. 

More and more articles in 
magazines state that our big 
weakness today is the ignorance 
of religion on the part of our 
laity, and this not in those rural 
areas where people would not 
have the opportunity of a Cath- 
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olic school, but right in the 
places where Catholic educa- 
tion is opportune and plentiful. 


“One of the sad signs of our 
times is the universal ignorance 
that prevails with regard to 
religious truths. In an age 
when intellectual standards are 
truly high, religious illiteracy 
is a common phenomenon. Only 
the vaguest notions prevail with 
regard to God and the message 
His Son brought to this world. 
Ignorance of these things is pre- 
valent. Here is the key to many 
things which otherwise baffle 
us: the alarming number of 
fallen-away Catholics, the slight 
influence which Catholic think- 
ing exerts on public life, the 
mechanical manner in which 
so many Catholics attend Holy 
Mass. 


“T would not hesitate to say 
that the very greatest obstacle 
in the path of the Church as 
she seeks to win the world to 
Christ is not communism, or 
secularism, or the bitter perse- 
cution on the part of those who 
hate God. It is precisely the 
ignorance of her own children. 
The explanation lies in the sat- 
isfaction which so many feel 
with the meager grasp of Faith 
which they acquired in child- 
hood, and the smugness with 
which they regard a few exter- 
nal rules of behavior as suf- 
ficient for membership in the 
Kingdom of God.” 


“A knowledge of our religion 
requires a lifetime of study and 
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attention from everyone. This is 

precisely what Christ and the | 
Church expect of us, in har- 
mony, of course, with the tal- | 
ents which God has given us’— | 


Most Rev. Joseph Marling, 
C.PP.S., Bishop of Jefferson 
City. 


“All men are vain in whom > 
there is not the knowledge of 
God: and who by these good 
things that are seen could not 
understand Him that is. Neither 
by attending to the works have 
acknowledged Who was the 
Workman” — (Wisdom 13: 1). 


St. Pius X 


St. Pius X said something to 
the young which is pertinent to 
our present topic: “Learn your 
catechism well, my children, 
because you won’t save your 
soul if you do not know what 
He wants you to believe and 
how He wants you to live.” 

Just as the priest is the one 
to give the final test for First 
Holy Communion and Confir- 
mation, so we think it would be 
well if he gave the nod when 
the child is to be urged to acts 
other than those of obligation 
such as Sunday Mass; or, bet- 
ter, he should be the one to do 
the urging. He is the specialist 
in this field. When talking to 
the youngsters at Mass on Sun- 
day, or even in the school, he 
will know that this is the day 
and the hour to advocate visits 
or daily Mass, or the beads, or 
sacrifices. But if the teacher has 
already taken it upon herself 
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to do this, (when really there 
was no obligation or necessity 
to do so), then there is little left 
for the priest to say or do. It 
has been done, very often pre- 
maturely, and anything he says 
now is merely adding to the ex- 
hortations of the teacher. 

Another side to the topic is 
this: let us suppose that the 
teacher has urged the children 
to First Friday Communion, as 
so often happens. We have 
seen this in a variety of places 
year in and year out. July 
comes and the 399 usuals have 
gone, and there is none to re- 
turn and give glory to God on 
this July First Friday but one 
(comparatively) little stranger. 
And it will be the same in Aug- 
ust and September. October will 
come, and, well-reminded 
again, the 399 will be back in 
all their glory. 

Now, what makes it still more 
sad is this: Graduation has 
passed, and on the following 
October, November, and De- 
cember First Fridays, where 
are our little high-school fresh- 
men? Has the habit of going 
those six or seven years of 
schooltime First Fridays taken 
hold of the lads and lassies so 
that they now continue under 
that momentum? We would be 
most happy to say so, but we 
have not seen it happen that 
way. 

The Teacher’s Place 


However if, on the other 
hand, the teacher has confined 
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herself merely to imparting 
knowledge then the priest will 
be there to suggest prudently 
this or that religious practice, 
not for the nine school months 
of the year, and not merely for 
the child’s elementary course, 
but all the year round, and an- 
nually, until death do them 
part. 

As an automobile repair de- 
partment is labelled “Parts,” 
“Brakes,” “Oil,” etc. so the 
parochial school or released 
time could be marked in imagi- 
nation at least: “Religious 
Knowledge,” and the Church 
marked “Service,” hoping that 
the knowledge would be im- 
parted, and the service given, 
in such a way as to foster in 
the child LOVE for God. 

It really comes down to this: 
giving titles their proper mean- 
ing. A teacher teaches. A 
preacher preaches. A preacher 
usually urges his hearers, pre- 
suming that the knowledge is 
there, to do things for God, 
neighbor, or his own soul. In 
the course of the year, he will 
cover the subject regarding 
service just as the teacher will 
in regard to knowledge. The 
one will have taught; the other 
will have prompted. The com- 
bination, or dual effort, should 
produce excellent results. 

At every large railroad term- 
inal there is a desk or booth in 
a prominent spot, marked “In- 
formation.” A prospective pas- 
senger will approach the clerk 
and ask: “Kindly tell me the 
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best road and train to Chicago?” 
The other replies: ‘There is 
one in a few minutes on the 
Central, 1:13 to be exact.” Will 
he take him there? No, some- 
one else will do that. He boards 
the train, and the service is 
composed of the train being on 
time, comfortable, the court- 
esy of the conductor, the por- 
ter and the waiter. Each one of 
these doing his part fosters a 
LOVE for that particular road. 


The motive given the teach- 
er would be: the CAUSE. This is 
God’s cause. Do not spoil it with 
misplaced zeal. Do not rush 
things. The child doesn’t eat 
an adult’s portion of food, he 
doesn’t take an adult’s dose of 
medicine; and so don’t expect 
a 3rd, 4th or 5th grader to make 
the Way of the Cross privately. 
He will simply end up chasing 
Mike at the 7th station, and 
they’ll go down together with 
Jesus at His third fall. In fact, 
at times one will see these tots 
making the Stations backwards, 
14 to 1. 


Less Work — 


And, strange to say, it would 
be easier on the teachers; make 
for less work. They could then 
concentrate on the _ child’s 
knowledge and forget about the 
service. Why forget the latter? 
Because in due time the priest 
will take care of it. Rather than 
going into the service part and 
the devotional at so early an 
age, let the child be given such 
a grasp on the elements of his 
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religion that they will become 
part and parcel of him. He 
knows his right from his left > 
hand, his head from his feet. 


He knows the way to school, — 


church, post office, the grocery, ~ 
and his way home from all of 
these. He knows the streets 
where it is safer to play; he 
knows that in the woods there 
lurks danger; that after a cer- 
tain time at night he should 
not be on the street. In a word, 
he knows the essentials for his 
physical well-being. 

So, while the newly estab- 
lished syllabi in many places 
may include an epitome of theo- 
logy, scripture, Church history, 
patrology and liturgy, and 
these will be covered in due 
season, at the same time brief- 
ly, even five minutes each day 
or every other day, an eye can 
be kept to the practical run- 
ning knowledge of the child 
for his soul’s well-being. So 
that the following answers, in 
theory and practice, will be- 
come like the recital of the 
alphabet and will be second 
nature to him: 

Who is God? the Trinity? 
what is man? why did God 
make you? what is the Church? 
what is sin? various kinds of 
sin? the ten Commandments? 
the seven Sacraments? The 
necessary items by way of re- 
ligious practice: Sunday Mass, 
daily prayers, avoidance of 
temptation and sin, the positive 
side in Holy Communion? 

This would not have to go on 
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forever. Possibly in a month’s 
time, it would be seen that the 
lad or lassie had caught hold 
of the ideas, and was carrying 
them out in practice. At any 
rate, this will be the “sound 
doctrine” of which St. Paul 


makes mention at least six 
times in his epistles. Those in- 
culeating it will be like Paul 
himself saying, “I gave you milk 
to drink, not meat: for you 
were not able as yet” (I Corin- 
thians 3: 2). 


++ + 


+ 


a 


+ + + 


The Encyclical That Was Dropped 


Monsignor Bacci, the Secretary of Briefs to Princes, whom 
the Pope will elevate to the College of Cardinals, has made the 
Latin renderings of about a hundred and twenty Encyclical 
Letters for the present Pope and his two predecessors; a labour 
before which—apart from all his numerous other duties—the 


imagination falters. 


Pius XII made him re-write Mystici 


Corporis, for example, no fewer than fifteen times. In all this 
work the moment of greatest anguish came when Pius XI was 
waiting for the final version of Ad Catholici Sacerdotti, of 
which he wanted to present copies to the Cardinals when they 
came, according to custom, to offer him the greetings of their 
College at Christmas 1935. Time had been rather short, and 
Monsignor Bacci had only a week in which to make the Latin 
version. Working day and night, he just managed to obtain 
the Pope’s approval of the final proofs at the last moment. 
The compositors in the Vatican’s printing-works made the last 
corrections; the whole Encyclical lay on the stone, ready to 
be locked up and carried to the machines. Then there happened 


what every printer and every Editor dreads . 


. . The printers 


whose task it was to carry the frame to the machines dropped 
it; the type was scattered on the floor; the entire Encyclical 
had to be re-set and revised all over again. After superhuman 
efforts, Monsignor Bacci was only two hours late in taking the 
printed copies to the Pope; but late he was. Pius XI did not 
know what had happened, and did not like to be kept waiting. 
“The Pope,” he said coldly, referring to himself as the custom 
is in the third person, “has been kept waiting two hours for 
Monsignor Bacci.”—The London Tablet. 
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WINFRID HERBST, S.D.S. 


O love created things is not 
wrong in itself. “It is im- 
perfect to love them independ- 
ently of God, to stop at them in- 
stead of rising from their love 
to the love of God. It is only the 
few and the strong that can re- 
nounce the tenderness of sec- 
ondary loves and fly straight to 
the source of love. Most of us 
can only go on foot, pausing to 
pick the flowers and taste the 
fruits on the way, taking care 
that all should lead us to the 
Eternal Love.” St. Francis of 
Sales once wrote: “I see well, 
my dear daughter, that you 
will only get to Him by passing 
through creatures.” 


The procession of ‘sins, as 
suggested by St. Ignatius — 
what a meditation! Suppose my 
sins could be filmed, and that in 
such a way as to bring out not 
merely the outward act, but al- 
so the inward operations of 
memory, understanding, will, 
imagination, passion. And sup- 
pose that the whole film were 
shown upon the screen. What a 
procession indeed! And yet I 
must look upon my soul as it 
truly stands before God, to 
Whom all things are present. 
“The mercies of the Lord that 


Well known for his writings in 
Our Sunday Visitor, Father Herbst 
teaches at Jordan Seminary, 
Menominee, Michigan. 
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we are not consumed, because 
His commiserations have not 
failed” (Lam. 3:22). 


Two men went to hear a 
preacher on hell (one rarely 
hears a sermon on hell now). 
One decided that he must 
change his life. The other scof- 
fed: “Are you mad to believe 
all those wild imaginations?” 
“No; I am not crazy; I merely 
don’t want to go to hell.” After 
a few years the scoffer died 
and appeared to his former 
friend in a globe of fire, crying: 
“There is a hell, and I am in 
it.” “Was it, then, a wild imag- 
ination that the missionary 
preached to us long ago?” “Yes; 
it was wild indeed, wide of the 
mark; what he said was abso- 
lutely nothing compared with 
the awful reality. The reality is 
beyond comprehension.” 

What an impressive illustra- 
tion of the eternity of hell! ‘In 
billions and billions of centuries 
a bird may possibly dry up the 
boundless ocean — an ant may 
rub off the mighty Himalayas 
—aman may count every atom 
of created matter, but eternity 
will still be at its beginning. 
The whole world will pass 
away, new worlds may possibly 
be created and in turn pass 
away, and eternity will remain 
changeless and unchangeable 
like God Himself. There will be 
neither past nor future in it, but 
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an infinite now, heavily press- 
ing on the soul, like a tremend- 
ous ball of iron whose weight 
is entirely felt by the underly- 
ing surface on one single point.” 
Holy Mary, save us from the 
pains of hell! 

Says Cardinal Newman -in 
Anglican Difficulties: “The 
Church holds that it were bet- 
ter for the sun and moon to 
drop from Heaven, for the earth 
to fail, and for the many mil- 
lions who are on it to die of 
starvation, in extremest agony 
(as far as temporal affliction 
goes), than that one soul, I will 
not say should be lost, but 
should commit one venial sin.” 


The greatest danger is to 
make the good enough and not 
the best my rule, to be satisfied 
with doing only my bit, instead 
of my utmost. Cardinal Bourne 
said to his priests in 1921: “Af- 
ter long experience ’m con- 
vinced that our greatest danger 
does not lie in some fierce 
temptation, nor — at any rate 
at first — in actual sin. It comes 
rather with the parting of the 
ways, when the choice lies be- 
tween two paths, the one more 
generous, the higher path, and 
the other, not sinful, but easier 
and more self-indulgent, the 
lower path.” 

* * * 

Poverty and humiliations are 
the inseparable companions of 
the Savior, the two pieces, so 
to speak, of His cross. I make 
the oblation: “I wish and de- 
sire, and this is my deliberate 
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determination, to imitate Thee 
in bearing all injuries and all 
reproaches and all poverty.” 
And then I probably resent the 
slightest word of blame; I can- 
not stand the least neglect; I 
long so much for comforts and 
must have everything just so. 
Am I not deceiving myself? 
“Pati et contemni pro Te” was 
the ardent prayer of so many 
saints. 

There is nothing harder than 
self-concealment, and nothing 
embitters one so much as neg- 
lect; also that was the lot of the 
Holy Family. I should love to be 
unknown and accounted as 
nothing. “Humility is the rev- 
erence by which a man subjects 
himself to God,” says St. Tho- 
mas in a classical definition. A 
man who realizes his utter de- 
pendence upon God will have 
no difficulty in recognizing the 
consequent injustice of sin. 
Like Newman, he will be con- 
vinced that a life of high virtue 
and even of eminent sanctity is 
very often conditioned on the 
abiding realization of one’s sin- 
fulness. St. Augustine felt that 
the Almighty often brings a 
proud person to his senses by 
allowing him to fall into sins 
of impurity, thus humiliating 
his pride of intellect by expos- 
ing his weakness. My God, keep 
me from that. I acknowledge 
my nothingness before Thee. 


“Thy kingdom come.’ We 
say it so often. What does it 
mean? First there is the intern- 
al kingdom, the kingdom of 
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Christ in the heart of every 
man. And then the external 
kingdom, the Church, that it 
may be spread all over the 
world, that God may be known 
and loved by all men. And, 
lastly, the eternal kingdom, 
when God shall be all in all. 
* * * 

The prelude to Christ’s pub- 
lic life was the deep humilia- 
tion of His baptism by John. 
Humility, particularly the sense 
of sin, the feeling of shame and 
hatred of self, is the funda- 
mental virtue of Christianity. 
Think of Christ, the Great 
Penitent, Who had no sin and 
yet was made sin for us. 


“In the sufferings of our Lord 
we see the immeasurable aw- 
fulness of sin. The story of our 
own life is carefully and ac- 
curately written all over His 
Body and in the innermost re- 
cesses of His Sacred Heart and 
Soul. His head is crowned with 
thorns, His mouth is parched 
with intolerable thirst, His 
hands and feet are pierced with 
nails, His Body is one wound, 
His Heart and Soul are sunk in 
unspeakable agony, because we 
have sinned with every mem- 
ber of our body and with every 
faculty of our soul. He was be- 
trayed by one of His Apostles, 
denied by the chief of them, 
and abandoned by all the oth- 
ers; He is calumniated, insulted 
and cursed by His own people, 
because, alas, too often we have 
betrayed, denied, and rejected 
God, our Creator and Lord.” 
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What a sermon these words are! 
How true it is that I deserve to 
be beaten with many stripes. 


One day when St. Teresa of 


Avila saw a statue of the Savior — 


after the scourging, covered 
with wounds, she was deeply 
moved. “I understood better 
what our Lord had suffered for 
us, and at the same time I so 
realized my ingratitude that my 
heart was nearly broken. I fell 
on my knees at the feet of the 
Savior, asking Him fervently 
and in the midst of abundant 
tears to give me the grace never 
to offend Him again ...I am 
certain that He heard my pray- 
er, because that day was for me 
the beginning of a new life and 
never did I cease to make true 
progress in the way of perfec- 
[aeval? 

When the Savior looked down 
through the centuries He saw 
that the memory of Calvary 
would grow dimmer and dim- 
mer, and that many would even 
forget that He died for them. 
He wanted, therefore, His 
bloody sacrifice on the cross to 
be re-presented in the Mass, so 
that its memory would remain 
to the end of the world. He re- 
deemed man on the cross; but 
He wanted the saving power of 
the cross to be applied also to 
the remission of those sins 
which are committed by us 
daily, as well as for other 
necessities of ours. 

* * * 


I am overwhelmed at the 
thought of God’s love. I believe 
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in it. O Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
I believe in Thy love for me! 
But over and over again I am 
finding God’s love incompre- 


-hensible. The mind finds it dif- 


ficult to grasp God’s love for 


'man and man’s ingratitude to- 


wards God. My God, such a 


Jove! That the infinite God 


should lower Himself to think 


of abject persons like ourselves, 
to give us life, watch over us, 
love us like a Father, even raise 
us to share in His own life, be- 
come like one of us, even a lit- 
tle Babe, die for us on the cross 
an ignominious death—all that 
is something which surpasses 
our notion of an infinite Being. 
I go through His life from Beth- 
lehem to Calvary. I am stagger- 
ed by the infinite love it im- 
plies. “Quomodo possunt haec 
fieri?” 

Mary Magdalen is the type of 
a soul that has fallen in love 
with Jesus. She is all wrapped 
up in Him. She can think only 
of Him. Nothing else has any 
existence for her. She has only 
one anxiety: what has become 
of the Body of her Master? only 
one fear: that it may be sub- 
jected to ignominies anew. I 
never thought of it in this way 
before, but really she cares lit- 
tle for the angels, they neither 
astonish or frighten her, as they 
did the other women. She curtly 
answers their questions and im- 
mediately turns away without 
asking for further information. 

She sticks to her first idea: 
“They have taken away the 
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Lord...” She is blind (with 
tears) to everything else. She 
addresses the gardener respect- 
fully and yet charges him with 
a crime. She merely alludes, as 
if the whole world knew. She 
offers to do what is beyond her 
strength. What a lover! “Do not 
keep clinging to Me,” the Sav- 
ior said to Magdalen. We must 
decisively reject the idea, based 
on the mistranslation ‘Do not 
Touch Me,” that Jesus bade 
Mary to keep at a distance and 
to strive for a more spiritual 
charity. The Incarnation is to 
last forever, a means of our 
approach to God. 


%* * % 


Dawn on the lake, after the 
resurrection in Galilee. ‘Lads, 
ye haven’t caught any fish, have 
ye? -Grumpily; -“No!”) {Put 
your net out on the starboard 
side and ye will have a catch.” 
What a haul! Peter put on his 
outer coat, out of reverence. 
“Bring some of the fish ye have 
just caught.” With pride of fish- 
ermen they counted 153 big fel- 
lows. Surely Jesus counted the 
fish with His beloved fisher- 
men. Some of the fish were gut- 
ted and prepared. (The Savior 
always wants our contribution.) 
Jesus got the meal ready, Peter 
helping, the others standing a- 
round awe-struck and _= shy. 
“Come now and have break- 
fast,” Christ invited them. So 
they had a meal of bread, boiled 


fish, and water. Meanwhile 
their wet clothes, especially 
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Peter’s, had been dried at the 
fire. 


What a story! When we could 
have imagined the Risen Christ 
appearing in dazzling splendor, 
we find Him engaged in pre- 
paring a fire to dry the clothes 
of half a dozen wet, hungry fish- 
ermen, and in cooking break- 
fast for them. I must meditate 
on this in order to grasp fully 
its bold originality and human 
simplicity, its audaciously hu- 
man manifestation of the divin- 
ity. Jesus Christ yesterday, to- 
day, and the same forever— 
drying clothes and cooking 
breakfast. What a unique reve- 
lation of His Sacred Heart! 

St. Ignatius, appointed by 
Pope Pius XI, in 1922, “heaven- 
ly patron of all Spiritual Ex- 
ercises,’ who is thought by 
some to enjoy a preeminence in 
the science of spirituality com- 
parable to that of ‘“‘the univer- 
sal and common doctor,” St. 
Thomas, in the field of theolog- 
ical science, was so impressed 
by the sublimity of the apos- 
tolate that at least once he al- 
lowed himself the rare liberty 
of describing it in extravagant 
terms. 

He said: “Not only not among 
men, but not even among an- 
gels can a more noble life be 
conceived then that of glorify- 
ing God and of drawing crea- 
tures to Himself, so far as they 
are capable of that attraction.” 
But he warned the apostolic 
man “not to forget himself; he 
has not come to handle gold 
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but mud. He cannot therefore} 
watch himself too carefully that | 
he may not contract the leprosy ° 
of which he seeks to cure oth- : 
ers.” He also said: “There is: 
nothing of which apostolic men . 
have more need than interior ' 
recollection.” I must always re- 

member this. 


Theologians, following St. 
Thomas, require four conditions 
to acquire the perfect love of 
God: reflection on God’s bene- 
fits: meditation on the divine 
perfections; detachment from 
the things of this world; avoid- 
ance of all sin. “If you love Me,” 
the Savior said, “keep my com- 
mandments.” St. Ignatius does 
not deny that love consists also 
in words. But actions speak 
louder than words. As a matter 
of fact, actions are words, thun- 
dering declarations, so to speak, 
which prove more eloquently 
than speech where a man’s af- 
fections lie. 


How simple it all is: first is 
knowledge of God’s benefits; 
this leads to gratitude; and gra- 
titude induces love; and love 
terminates in God’s service. I 
reflect on the gifts of creation, 
conservation, redemption, sanc- 
tification, glorification, and that 
in pouring such gifts on each 
one of us God’s love could not 
be greater were one alone the 
recipient of them. God loves me 
individually. For me, the least 
of all, He would have created 
the world, would have become 
man, would have died on the 
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‘cross. For me He made this 
earth, this universe. It is all for 
‘me. He loves me. “He loved 
me,” said St. Paul, “and deliv- 
-ered Himself for me.” 

_ And how consoling are the 
words of Suarez, words I must 
reflect upon over and over a- 
gain: ‘When God is loved per- 
fectly for His benefits, He is 
rather loved because He loves 


us. This is true charity and 
friendship, since the objective 
reason for the act is not outside 
the divine goodness. For the 
love by which God loves us is 
God Himself, and one of His 
highest perfections. Further- 
more, He loves us because He 
is good; so that when we love 
Him for loving us, we love Him 
because of His goodness.” 


+ + 
¢ + 
+ + 
‘Anemometer’ 


A gifted parishioner of the Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 
Baltimore, Md., has designed and installed a pulpit clock which 


functions this way: 


The preacher touches a switch at the start of his sermon. 
The numbers then record elapsed time. The light under the 
numbers shows that the clock is running. A green light comes 
on in ten minutes, a yellow light in fifteen minutes and a red 
light in twenty minutes. For shorter sermons the cycle of lights 
can be switched to five, ten and fifteen minutes, respectively. 
The system carries no guarantee that sermons will be kept with- 
in time limits but it helps—-The Diapason 
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Motives in Conversion 


HENRI BLANC 


Sea time ago, there appear- 

ed in the national weekly 
Our Sunday Visitor an article 
by a proment layman, a con- 
vert to the Catholic Faith from 
Protestantism. Part of the ar- 
ticle deals with the motives 
that lead people to Catholicism. 
However, a paragraph rather 
plain spoken and not given 
enough of deep thought, may 
leave confusion in the minds 
of some readers, especially 
non-Catholics who think of 
coming into the fold. 


First the writer contends 
that among reasons ‘Why 
adults become Catholics the 
most frequent is that they are 
seeking for greater sanctity.” 


No doubt, as a Paulist priest 
points out in a very enlighten- 
ing survey of convert work in 
America, holiness and increase 
in holiness is what most in- 
quirers today look for. They 
are already much informed 
about the Catholic Church and 
strongly inclined to join it. In 
fact they are even Catholics 
at heart. 

But would the motive of 
seeking greater holiness apply 
to those in their very initial 


No stranger to our pages, Fa- 
ther Blanc is chaplain at St. 
Genevieve’s Academy, Asheville, 
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Sanctity or authority?’ 


approach to the Catholic: 
Church? Attributing to them: 
that motive is saying quite ai 
lot in their favor. I doubt if! 
among Protestants who sin-. 
cerely think that they already: 
find holiness and salvation in: 
the practice of their religion,, 
many would go over to Cathol-. 
icism, which they know so 
little about, for “greater sanc-: 
tity.” They feel quite satisfied 
with what they have. 

With the exception of those 
who, as I said above, have al- 
ready acquired a_ certitude 
about the Catholic Church, to 
lend the motive of greater holi- 
ness to the bulk of inquirers 
is over simplifying the psychol- 
ogy of conversion. It is to for- 
get its usual mental strain and 
labor. Let us not take things 
too much for granted or at 
their face value without deep 
probing. Is it not to be feared 
that “seeking for greater sanc- 
tity” might be for some just an 
emotional upsurge and phase 
of life with insufficent intel- 
lectual conviction? This could 
well explain in part some sad 
defections among converts. 

Now, as to the motive of 
authority that leads one to the 
Catholic Church, the writer of 
the article goes on to say: “In 
discussions on the psychology 
of conversion to the Catholic 
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is no virtue 


MOTIVES IN CONVERSION 


Church, once I heard a man say 
it was the search for authority 
in a world where authority is 
in bad repute. That man said 
that some people become tired 
of making their own decisions, 
so they surrender their will to 
the authority of the Church. 
But this is foolishness. There 
in authority by 
itself.” 

Of course there is no virtue 
in it “per se,” but what of the 
good, virtuous motive for sub- 
mitting to authority so as to 
live a better Christian life? 
What of the virtue of obedi- 
ence which authority involves? 
If it is foolishness to surrender 
your will to an authority, then 
there are lots of fools in this 
world. Fools are they who have 
recourse to a medical authority 
in case of serious illness, who 
call upon a lawyer to advise 
them in a lawsuit — fools 
those who submit to the au- 
thority of a religious leader, a 
teacher, even a reliable book 
or document for the right solu- 
tion of a moral problem. 


Authority A Desideration 


As we notice in the above 
quotation, the author of the 
article, even though with all 
good intentions and candid sin- 
cerity, made a rather harsh 
and ambiguous statement that 
could be very disturbing for 
non-Catholics, as they weigh 
their reasons for joining the 
Catholic Church. From _per- 
sonal experience and that of 
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my confereres, against many 
non-Catholics who resent the 
authority of the Church, there 
are many who want it in their 
moral insecurity. After joining 
the Catholic Church, they come 
to us saying: “Father, I am 
happy now I am on solid 
ground. I have peace with my- 
self.” 


Generally speaking, apart 
from various individual mo- 
tives, what leads a man to the 
Catholic church in this chaotic 
world of errors, half-truths, 
and conflicting religious sects, 
is the anxious search for truth 
and the whole truth to guide 
him in his decisions through 
life and to his eternal destiny. 
The motive of greater holiness 
or full life in Christ comes 
gradually as the logical and 
imperative result of truth be- 
ing found. 

“IT am the way, the truth, and 
the life,” said the Divine Mas- 
ter, giving us the order to be 
followed, or if I may say the 
formula for a full Christian 
life. First find the way through 
the divine authority with 
which the Church is invested: 
“As the Father has sent me, 
I send you.” Then you have 
the truth and with the truth 
the life: “Sanctify them in the 
truth. Thy word is truth,” said 
Our Lord in His prayer for His 
disciples before His Passion. 

Wherefore, in that search for 
truth leading to salvation in 
sanctification or full life in 
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Christ, the prospective convert 
looks for the church that can 
deliver the message of truth 
with unerring authority. Even 
the well-known free-thinker 
and philosopher, Dr. Von Hart- 
man, to give one example, had 
this to say: “If it is a church 
that is to bring me to salva- 
tion, then I will look about me 
for a firmly established power- 
ful church, and I _ prefer to 
cling to the Rock of Peter, 
rather than to any one of the 
numberless Protestant sectar- 
ian churches.” 


The First Approach 


In short, in the normal ra- 
tional psychology of conver- 
sion, the search for truth and 
authority to guarantee it is the 
first approach to the Catholic 
Church, pending further en- 
lightenment. Then comes the 
decisive and final step with the 
conviction that the Church is 
not a human organization but 
a divine institution with God- 
given authority — our infall- 
ible guide in our way to sanc- 
tity. 

I do admire the forthright 
and humble confession of the 
writer of the article I men- 
tioned above on the genesis of 
his conversion to Catholicism. 
Right to the point, he tells us 
“that the authority of the 
Church had no appeal to him 
at all, was something he didn’t 
like.” However, since he was 
looking for a saintly life, in 
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the truth, as he battled with 
doubts, what more _ sensible 
then to have a more favorable 
approach toward authority? 
Why was he so reluctantly shy 
of it as of a bete noire, a pet 
aversion? As he himself before 
his conversion was a minister 
in a Protestant denomination | 
or intended to be, was he not 
expecting his flock to be 
guided by his authority? 

I admit that such an attitude 
on his part is understandable 
as at first he saw in the Catho- 
lic Church only a human au- 
thority. But all along why does 
he leave us with the impres- 
sion that he had a sort of 
grudge against authority? 

Again, commenting upon 
those who enter the Catholic 
Church because they are tired 
of making their own decisions, 
the author of the article says: 
“Had I entered the Catholic 
Church because I was tired of 
making decisions, I would have 
been bitterly disillusioned 
long ago. I would never have 
had so many decisions to make, 
as I have had since I became 
a Catholic.” 

And so on this point were 
perhaps disillusioned some of 
our converts, but it didn’t mat- 
ter with their happy feeling of 
security that as of now they 
could rely upon a solid author- 
ity, to guide them in their new 
and numerous decisions to 
make. After all this is what 
they were looking for. 
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The Final Step 

For most converts, a_ slow, 
> painful intellectual search 
marks the preamble to Faith. 
As an eminent English convert 
Vernon Johnson wrote in his 
_ book One Lord, One Faith: “It 
was like moving in an impene- 
trable fog, but at last the 
clouds lifted and light began 
to appear.” 


In relating the history of 
their conversion, nearly all 
new Catholics show at the very 
first stage their anxious con- 
cern over the subject of au- 
thority — an unerring author- 
ity. But where to find it? With 
the final touch and impulsion 
of the Divine Grace sustaining 
and rewarding their sincere 
intellectual efforts, they at last 
find themselves upon _ the 
threshhold of Rome _ where 
there is the divine certainty of 
Faith necessary for a _ holy 
Christian life. 

In the case of the convert 
whom I refer to — an excel- 
lent Catholic with great apos- 
tolic zeal, things he presented 
with a little ambiguity are 
finally clarified, as to be ex- 
pected, when he comes to the 
fundamental point: 


. 


“IT accepted the authority of 
the Church, perhaps even a 
little grudgingly, because I was 
convinced this was the church 
established by Jesus Christ.” 


Very well! — despite the 
momentary grudging or the 
only human “kicking against 
the goad,” for this is fundamen- 
tally the compelling reason for 
becoming a member of the 
Church, on which all the rest 
depends. 


I wish, however, that in his 
article our eminent convert 
like others would have laid 
some emphasis on his basic, 
essential point — the very core 
of the matter. I am sure he did. 
it in other writings, reminding 
his readers that the growth in 
sanctity most prospective con- 
verts want, as he states, de- 
pends on complete obedience 
to the Church’s God-given au- 
thority: “He that heareth you, 
heareth me.” Time and again 
in the Gospel the Divine Mas- 
ter insists on the authority 
given to His Church — the 
very foundation of holiness in 
her members, because only 
that divine authority can give 
the sanctifying truth in all its 
fullness. 


Do You Know... 


... that only 19 out of 1,387 colleges and universities have 
rejected the oath in connection with the federal aid scholar- — 
ship program for students?—Christian Economics 
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The Liturgy and Rubrics 


WALTER J. SCHMITZ, S.S., S.T.D. 


| had, a funeral Mass on the 
feast of St. Michael, the Arch- 
angel, Sept. 29. One of my 
priest-friends told me I was 
wrong in having this Mass, since 
this day was a double of the 
first class. When are we permit- 
ted to have the funeral Mass? 


A special indult for the Unit- 
ed States was granted by Rome 
in 1940, extending the days and 
times when funeral Masses can 
be celebrated. In accordance 
with this privilege the funeral 
Mass is forbidden only 

1) on the holydays of obliga- 
tion; 

2) on the feasts of Epiphany 
and Corpus Christi; 

3) on the last three days of 
Holy week; 


4) on the patronal feast of 
the place, the titular feast of 
the church and the anniversary 
of the dedication of the church. 


If these feasts are transferred 
to the following Sunday, the 
funeral Mass may be celebrated 
on the day of the feast, but is 
forbidden on Sunday. 


CONVENT CHAPEL 


What about the practice, still 
occasionally met with, of re- 
serving the Blessed Sacrament 
in the parish convent chapel 
but Mass hardly ever offered 
there? In one case I know very 
well, the assistant, on orders 
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Eight responses 


from the pastor, consecrates 
several Hosts week by week 
and transports them to the con- 
vent, returning with the Hosts 
of the previous week, unused, 
since the nuns always receive 
Holy Communion in the parish 
church. Is there any possible 
justification for such a system? 


There is absolutely no justifi- 
cation for the practice as out- 
lined by our inquirer. First of 
all, the Code of Canon Law 
clearly states that reservation 
is allowed only ‘“dummodo adsit 
qui ejus curam habeat et regu- 
lariter sacerdos semel saltem in 
hebdomada Missam in sacro loco 
eclebret.”” The decree of the 
Second Plenary Council of Bal- 
timore directed that the Bless- 
ed Sacrament should be renew- 
ed every week. 


In the case described, since 
the nuns receive Holy Commun- 
ion in the parish church, only 
one Sacred Particle should be 
retained in the convent chapel 
tabernacle. That Sacred Host 
should be renewed once each 
week at Mass and no priest 
should transport consecrated 
Hosts from the tabernacle of the 
parish church to the convent 
chapel and vice versa. 


AMOUNT OF WINE 


Exactly how much wine 
should one use in Mass? — I 
mean the first supply when 
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water is added. I have contend- 
ed that the priest should not use 
more than one ounce. I would 
like to know precisely, then, 
how much wine the priest puts 
_m the chalice for consecration. 


The rubrics have never de- 
termined positively just how 
much wine the celebrant of the 
Mass should take. Some au- 
thors suggest that a suitable 
amount be taken, an amount 
that can be consumed easily in 
one swallow. Others remark 
that if the cruets are small, a 
little less than one half of the 
contents should be taken. 


BENEDICTION HOST 


Recently I helped at a parish 
church and at the offertory a 
large host enclosed in the lun- 
ula was on the altar to be con- 
secrated. I had never experi- 
enced anything quite like this. 
Was I supposed to keep the lun- 
ula closed or remove the host 
from it? 

Also, when one is consecrat- 
ing a large host for benediction, 
does he place it in the lunula 
already in the tabernacle before 
or after he distributes Holy 
Communion? 

a) The Sacred Congregation 
(No. 3524) has stated that the 
lunula containing the host to be 
consecrated must be opened at 
the offertory and before the 
consecration. 

b) We are directed to open 
the tabernacle and remove the 
lunette. The Host contained 
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therein is to be divided and 
consumed and only after that 
does the celebrant place the 
newly consecrated Host in the 
lunette. The lunette is placed 
in the tabernacle immediately 
and then Holy Communion is 
distributed if required. 


ENGLISH WHEN BAPTISING? 


Is the English form allowed 
to be used in the Sacrament of 
Baptism? 

In dioceses where the Bishop- 
Ordinary has granted permis- 
sion to use the Collectio Ritu- 
um, all that appears in English 
and Latin conjointly may be 
said once and only once in Eng- 
lish. Where only the Latin text 
appears, Latin must be used 
first and then if the celebrant 
so desires he may read the Eng- 
lish translation. 


DIVINE PRAISES 


May the Divine Praises after 
Benediction be sung or must 
they be recited alternately by 
the celebrant and the people? 

May the Divine Praises be 
added to the Leonine prayers 
after Mass by a pastor at his 
own will or is it necessary for 
the Bishop-Ordinary to estab- 
lish such a custom or practice? 

a) The Divine Praises may be 
sung or they may be recited to- 
gether by the priest and the 
people or they may be said al- 
ternately by the celebrant and 
the faithful. 

b) The late Canon Mahoney 
once stated the following about 
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the addition of Divine Praises 
to the Leonine prayers: 


“In principle it is not permit- 
ted the celebrant, after low 
Mass, to recite publicly any 
prayers except those ordered by 
a competent authority, or what 
amounts to the same thing, 
those which custom has author- 
ized ...Amongst the indul- 
gences attached to this devo- 
tion, the older collections re- 
cord two years for their recita- 
tion after Mass (Feb. 2, 1897) 
from which it could be conclud- 
ed that, though not ordered, the 
Divine Praises could be lawful- 
ly recited after Mass. We think, 
nevertheless, that uniformity is 
desirable, and _ that priests 
should not add the Divine 
Praises to the Leonine prayers, 
except in places where it has 
been customary. This view is 
further supported by the fact 
that the current Preces et Pia 
Opera No. 646, has no reference 
to the recitation after Mass; in- 
stead we read: ‘Indulgentia tri- 
um annorum. Indulgentia quin- 
que annorum si publice laudes 
recitatae fuerint. Indulgentia 
plenaria suetis conditionibus, 
dummodo quotidiana laudum 
recitatio in integrum mensem 
producta fuerit.’” 


We are inclined to agree with 
this remark of Father Mahoney. 
Of course, where this or another 
prayer has been added at the 
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request of the Bishop-Ordinary 
all priests will conform to thi 
diocesan regulation. But to adt 
these at the will of the indi 
vidual priest does not seem t 
be the spirit of the law. Furthi 
ermore, only recently, new reg} 
ulations appeared about thi 
Leonine prayers and it woul, 
seem that the mind of thi 
Church is aimed certainly a 
not including additional pray; 
ers after Mass. 


ERECTION OF STATIONS 


We have a new church. Mua 
I have a Franciscan erect th 
Stations of the Cross? We hai 
planned on having our Auxit 
iary Bishop erect the stations, # 
this is permissible. 

All Bishops have the privi 
lege of validly erecting the Sta 
tions of the Cross, provides 
they use the form prescribed i 
the Roman Ritual. 


TEXT OF SUNDAY GOSPEL 


Are we permitted to use an 
version for the public readin 
of the epistle and gospel at Sun 
day Mass? Does it make aw 
difference if we prefer th 
Knox edition to the Confrater 
nity edition? 

Local and diocesan legislatio: 
will determine the course to b 
followed in this matter. We ar 
under the impression that th 
Confraternity edition is use 
in most dioceses. 


Sa 
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is integrity required? 


AM acquainted with the prac- 

tice regarding the procedure 
o be followed in the reception 
f converts already baptized in 
t non-Catholic sect, but what 
s the law in this matter? Is it 
rue that the confession must be 
ull and entire? 

The Instruction of the Su- 
xreme Congregation of the 
doly Office provides that sacra- 
nental confession and condi- 
ional absolution must follow 
he conditional baptism. For- 
merly there was a controversy 
among theologians as to the 
1ecessity of confession in this 
ase. The negative opinion 
dased its position on the prob- 
ible invalidity of the prior bap- 
ism, and the fact that the 
ybligation of confession binds 
mly the validly baptized; 
lence, the conclusion that sub- 
equent sins are not materia 
apax of the sacrament of pen- 
ince. Those who upheld the 
aecessity for confession argued 
rom the possibility that the 
ior baptism was valid, and 
hat consequently the sin sub- 
quently committed remained. 
The III Plenary Council of Bal- 
imore (1884), in adopting the 
rescriptions of the Instruction 
is law for the United States, 
nas definitely settled the ques- 
ion for this country. 
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Baptism 


V. REV. PAUL R. COYLE, J.C.D. 


As to the necessity for an 
integral confession, however, a 
difference of opinion among 
theologians still exists concern- 
ing. the interpretation of vari- 
ous decrees of the Holy Office 
on this point. The first of these 
decrees has to do with the case 
of a certain Karl Ferdinand 
Wipperman of Rostock, a Luth- 
eran Quietist, who desired to be 
reconciled to the Church. The 
Sacred Congregation was asked 
if he was bound to confess all 
the sins of his past life, follow- 
ing his conditional baptism. An 
affirmative reply was given. 

Gury (1801-1866) interpret- 
ed this obligation of sacramen- 
tal confession to mean an obli- 
gation to make an integral con- 
fession and held that this was 
to be observed in practice. Oth- 
er authors, however, were of 
the opinion that, since the first 
baptism was doubtful, the obli- 
gation of making an integral 
confession was likewise doubt- 
ful. Basing their practice on 
this theory, some confessors in 
England concluded that a 
doubtful obligation was no ob- 
ligation at all, and were satis- 
fied if the converts related only 
some sins in confession in or- 
der to gain the benefit of sacra- 
mental absolution, if perchance 
they were in need of it. 
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On the other hand, it was the 
constant practice of the greater 
number of confessors in Eng- 
land to exact an integral con- 
fession. To establish a uniform 
practice and to secure a safe 
norm of procedure, the Arch- 
bishop of Westminster applied 
to the Holy Office for a solu- 
tion of the difficulty. The Holy 
Office replied that an integral 
confession was to be made by 
converts, and commanded that 
the decree of June 27, 1715 be 
sent to the Archbishop. 


In the following year, 1869, 
the Archbishop of Quebec 
asked whether the decree of 
1868 was of obligation not only 
in England, for which it was 
passed, but also in Quebec and 
other regions. To this the Sa- 
cred Congregation of the Prop- 
agation of the Faith replied that 
the decree of the Holy Office 
contained a universal law and 
hence was of obligation not 
only in England, but in other 
regions as well, and _ strictly 
forbade the contrary opinion to 
be taught under any circum- 
stances. This response, how- 
ever, was not included in the 
official Collectanea published 
in 1893, and hence Genicot 
(1856-1900) and others con- 
cluded that it was spurious. 


Three Opinions 


In interpreting these decrees, 
theologians have sponsored 
three different opinions. Some 
hold that these decisions are 
necessarily to be considered as 
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declarations of the divine law, 
and hence an integral confes- 
sion is demanded. The basis for 
this opinion is the contention 
that the doubtfully baptized are 
considered as subjects of the 
Church, and therefore the sins 
committed between the two re- 
ceptions of baptism are subject 
to the power of the keys. In 


criticism of this opinion it can 


be said that the invoked princi- 
ple proves that the sins com- 
mitted between each baptism 
could be matter for confession, 
but the conclusion that they 


must be submitted is unwar- 


ranted. It follows that the law 
which binds the validly bap- 
tized should apply also to con- 
verts, namely, that the obliga- 
tion of confession touches only 
those sins of which certain 
knowledge is had by the peni- 
tent, and in no way touches the 
sins which have merely a 
doubtful existence from the 
viewpoint either of their ac- 
tual commission, or of their 
sustained guilt, or of their past 
forgiveness. 

A second opinion maintains 
that the decrees are neither 
declaratory of the divine law, 
nor promulgated as general law 
for the Church, but bind only 
those places and territories for 
which they were issued. 

Others hold that these de- 
crees contain a general eccle- 
siastical precept. That the 
Church possesses the power to 
impose the obligation to make 
an integral confession cannot 
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_be denied. But whether these 
decrees de facto contain a gen- 
eral law of the Church is not 
as 4 
‘sufficiently clear, especially 
.since the Code does not solve 
‘the controversy, but seems 
rather to have purposely avoid- 
ed it. 


The cited decrees of the years 
1715 to 1868 as issued by the 
Holy Office regarded a particu- 
lar case and country. The dec- 
laration which was made in the 
year 1869 by the Sacred Con- 
gregation of the Propagation of 
the Faith does not suffice for 
a universal law, because of the 
fact that it was delivered not in 
a general congregation, but was 
issued by the secretary of the 
Congregation in congressu tan- 
tum and without the previous 
consultation of the Congrega- 
tion. In the year 1897 the Car- 
dinal Secretary of the Holy Of- 
fice publicly declared at S. 
Apollinaris that this response 
was not a general decree. 


; 


The Safer Course 


Hence, while the opinion 
which denies the necessity of 
an integral confession outside 
those places for which there 
has been issued a_ particular 
precept either by the Holy See 
or by the bishop is still prob- 
able, and therefore safe in prac- 
tice, yet it seems that the opin- 
ion which demands an integral 
confession is the safer one, and 
the one to be followed. Al- 
though these decrees are in 
themselves particular responses 
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and declarations to individual 
cases, they virtually and equiv- 
alently declare that the sins of 
all doubtfully baptized persons 
constitute necessary matter for 
confession, for they were given 
in wholly different circum- 
stances, and yet the same deci- 
sion was reached in each case. 
Even Genicot, who denies any 
obligation, concludes that the 
convert should be urged to 
make an integral confession by 
which the remission of sins 
committed after the first bap- 
tism is made more certain. 


This conclusion is in confor- 
mity with a set of principles 
issued by the Holy Office in 
connection with its decision of 
December 17, 1868, which are 
still applicable to the question 
of whether the convert is bound 
to make an integral confession: 


1) When there is question of 
an act which is certainly per- 
formed, the presumption is in 
favor of the validity of the act, 
unless its nullity is certain; this 
is especially applicable when 
there is question of a solemn 
act which by divine law cannot 
be repeated or repealed. 

2) All obligations which flow 
from such an act remain intact, 
as long as there is no certitude 
that the act is invalid. 

3) Since after baptism there 
is no other sacrament in the 
Church whereby sinners can 
effect their reconciliation with 
God, doubtfully baptized con- 
verts must not and cannot be 
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released from this obligation 
(i.e., integral sacramental con- 
fession). 

4) It matters not that they 
have received conditional bap- 
tism after their abjuration of 
heresy: for what is done in a 
matter so important for the 
convert as a proper measure of 
safety and benefit, cannot be 


alleged as an argument for the 
cancellation of obligations rec- 
ognized and understood to be 
connected with an act (of sin) 
certainly committed. 

5) When there is question of 
the sacraments, the safer course 
must always be pursued. 

(Goodwine, “The Reception | 
of Converts’) 


The Center of the Parish 


“The playing-field, the theater, the parochial cinema, even 
the school, if there be one—all these are institutions of the 
highest utility and often necessary—but they are not the center 
of the parish. The center is the church, and within the church 
the tabernacle with, beside it, the confessional where dead souls 
recover life and ailing souls regain health . . . One must learn 
to recognize who are the true faithful in the parish. Their num- 
ber does not correspond . .. to the congregation at Sunday Mass. 
The true faithful can be seen at the foot of the altar when the 
priest distributes the living Bread which has come down from 
Heaven.”—Allocution of Pope Pius XII, Jan. 11, 1953 
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an indication of the need of a book 


: Books 1n Review 
Seen 


»Guide To The Bible, Vol. I 
’ By A. Robert & A. Tricot 

' Tr. by Edward P. Arbez, S.S., 

| §.T.D. & Martin R.P. McGuire, 
Ph.D 


Desclee, New York, 1960, 
pp. 812, $8.00 


> hae appearance in 1954 of the 

: third edition of this splendid 

introduction to the Bible is an- 

other evidence of the rapidity with 

which biblical studies are moving. 
The first edition was issued in 
1939, just a few years before the 
Divino affante Spiritu.. The im- 
mediate response to that encycli- 
cal was an amazing effort in the 
way of Catholic publications on the 
Scriptures; and this made the sec- 
ond edition of the Initiation Bib- 
lique imperative (1948). But the 
progress had not even halted 
there. This third and greatly modi- 
fied edition was felt necessary aft- 
er only six more years and was is- 
sued in 1954. 


The second edition, that of 1948, 
was translated into English and 
made available in this country in 
1951. But the advance marked by 
the French third edition, and the 
changes adopted, have made its 
recognition necessary by this new 
English version. The translators 
have taken into account the con- 
tributions of the biblical sciences 
since 1954 and have added some 
valuable articles and notes of 
their own. 


The fact of progress in these 
disciplines which aid in the inter- 
pretation of the Scripture is 
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such as this Guide. The Bible was 
written to be read; but in order 
that the reading be fruitful and 
lead to the rich spiritual deposit 
it contains, the Bible must be 
read intelligently. We have long 
outgrown, if we ever seriously en- 
tertained, the principle of private 
illumination of the reader. 


It is true, as St. Augustine re- 
minded us, that the Holy Spirit 
speaks to the reader with a thous- 
and tongues. Augustine, however, 
would be the first to acknowledge 
that He speaks to the intelligence, 
and not to the imagination. If re- 
cent research, and the Church rec- 
ognizing that research, has taught 
us anything, it is that Scripture 
cannot.be read by one who runs. 
The presence of obscurity in the 
Scriptures was explained of old 
as intended to promote more at- 
tentive and even more studious 
reading. A more natural reason 
is now made clear by those studies 
which prove that ancient writings, 
emanating from an ancient and 


mostly dead culture, cannot be 
readily comprehended without 
some guidance. 


Its Scope 


Hence the value of a book such 
as this is manifest in its title, 
whether “Guide’’ adequately rend- 
ers the French Initiation or not. 
It will turn out to be a guide with- 
out which those for whom it is 
intended would have _ difficulty 
finding their way through the 
Bible and to its message. The 
topics presented guide through 
the Bible in dealing, first of all, 
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with what we usually term “gen- 
eral introductions:” its inspiration, 
the canon, its language, etc. It aids 
in a twofold way in clarifying the 
message. First, by discussing its 
literary aspects, the process of its 
transmission and the general rules 
of interpretation. Second, by offer- 
ing a review of the origin and con- 
tents of all the books. 

Not the least merit of this Guide 
is that it is a compilation, each sec- 
tion being handled by a writer 
who can speak with eminent au- 
thority on his subject. This is made 
necessary by the present state of 
biblical studies, in which each 
field has become a specialty. We 
have the scholars capable of deal- 
ing with the various subjects, and 
the most noted of them have col- 
laborated in the production of this 
Guide. 

If the effort falls short of per- 
fection, it will be due first of all 
from trying to crowd so much 
matter into one volume. Some of 
the questions are dealt with so 
summarily, and the review of the 
individual books is held to such 
brevity, that the reader may not 
be fully satisfied. Too often the 
problems of a book are mentioned 
without satisfactory discussion of 
their solution. Some readers also 
might be somewhat confused by 
the difference of opinions held by 
the various authors. For instance, 
Fr. Benoit (p. 31) says that the 
first and fourth Gospels reached 
their final stage only after a long 
period in which several hands may 
have collaborated. But Fr. Robert 
(p. 535) claims that the literary 
unity of the Gospel of St. John 
cannot be seriously disputed. It is 
further possible that the opinions 
expressed here may not always 
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coincide with those the reader has 
met in other books. 


Still, neither brevity nor varia- — 


tion of opinion will prevent this 
Guide from accomplishing what it 
was intended to perform — that is, 
leading the reader to a fuller com- 
prehension of the Scriptures. The 
audience in view includes semin- 
arians, teachers of religion, col- 
lege and university students, the 
educated Catholic laity in general. 
It might be widened to include the 
clergy in general. And it should be 
listed as required reading for any 
teacher in our schools, on whatev- 
er level, who is entrusted with the 
teaching of the Bible, even with 
“Bible History.’”—Wm. L. Newton, 
S.S.D., Elyria, Ohio. 


Father Baker 


by Floyd Anderson 
Bruce, Milwaukee, 1961, 151 pp., $3.00 


DELAYED vocation, Nelson 

Baker entered the seminary at 
the age of 26, after he had been 
some years in business and many 
years away from formal education. 
Upon ordination at the age of 34, 
he -began almost immediately his 
work with orphans and the poor. 
Two hidden heroes in his biog- 
raphy were the Father Hines who 
by devotion to the poor influen- 
ced Father Baker to become a 
priest, and Father Baker’s mother, 
who said she prayed all her mar- 
ried life for a priest-son. 

One of the best known priests 
of the Buffalo diocese, Father Ba- 
ker died at the age of 94 in 1936. 
During his priestly life he was re- 
sponsible for establishing two mis- 
sions, a special home for working 
boys and two for girls, a large or- 
phan asylum (St. Joseph’s, with an 
annual charge of 200 boys a year), 
an infant home which cared for 
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Official Liturgical Works 
, U.S.A. LITURGICAL EDITIONS 


The Motu Proprio issued by His Holiness 
Pope John XXIII on July 25, 1960, 
announced the long-awaited changes 

in the rubrics and calendar 
of the Breviary and Missal. 


The revised 
BREVIARIUM ROMANUM 


in two volumes — will be ready 
December 20, 1960 12 Mo 414”x 6%” 
No. 7S-21 Black Simulated Leather, red edges. 
No. 78-33 Black Simulated Leather, gold edges. 


No. 7S-45B Black Goatskin, gold edges. 
No. 7S-45R Red Goatskin, gold edges. 


The first edition of the revised 


MISSALE ROMANUM 
that will be available 
will be the Octavo size, 7” x 10” 
No. 12-212 Black or Red Simulated Leather, 
gold edges. $28.00 
No. 12-326 Red Sheepskin Leather, gold edges. $35.00 


No. 12-417 Red Morocco Leather, gold edges. $40.00 
No. 12-471 Green Morocco Leather, gold edges. $45.00 


Other sizes of the Missale Romanum will follow. 
For a complete list of prices and dates, please inquire. 
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Editio Juxta 


’ Typicam Vaticanam 
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Romanum 
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Breviarium 
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Seasonal 
Breviary 
Breviary in 
English 
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Meditations 
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Hand Rituals 
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Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
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6,500 infants, a hospital caring 
for 3,000 patients a year (most 
“too poor to pay anything”), a 
protectory for homeless boys, var- 
ious trade schools—and, finally, 
Our Lady of Victory. He credited 
his pride and joy—the Basilica of 
Our Lady of Victory with any good 
he ever did in his life. 


eoveoe 


Father Baker’s ways of making 
money to support his projects were 
the usual ones—personal letter ap- 
peals, picnics, excursions, boat 
rides, etc., although he had a 
minuscule endowment in a small 
natural gas deposit on his grounds 
which kept his various homes 
heated in the winter. 


The author of this biography, a 
layman, reiterates frequently the 
hope of Father Baker’s many ad- 
mirers (over 300,000 viewed his 
remains after his death), that the 
priest will one day be canonized. 
Father Baker did pray incessant- 
ly and many of his accomplish- 
ments seem to have been helped 
along by almost perceptible help 
from heaven, but this biography 
will not particularly help Father 
Baker’s cause. 

For example, we learn that he 
was not chary of pulling rank over 
other pastors. When one of them 
objected to Father Baker marrying 
people at the basilica who were 
out of his own parish, Father Ba- 
ker (the vicar general of the dio- 
cese for decades) instantly asked 
that pastor if he were tired of 
serving the Church in Buffalo. 
There are also constant indica- 
tions that Father Baker did not 
delegate authority, that he consis- 
tently baptized Negro inquirers 
long before they were mentally 
equipped to understand the Faith 
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(on the plea that St. Francis 
Xavier did the same thing), and 
the fact that no curate was ever 
sent to him whom he had not pre- 
viously handpicked. 

Many useless details about Fa- 
ther Baker’s life are presented in 
this book, not so much to substan- 
tiate a point, it seems, as to show 
that the author wants to preserve 
for the record every little fact or 
anecdote he uncovered in his re- 
search. 

The larger outlines, however, 
are impressive: At Father Baker’s 
death, the Buffalo Times declared 
he had given away a million loaves 
of bread, fed a half million peo- 
ple, and provided medical care and 
medicines to another half million. 
Three hundred thousand people 
received some educational training 
from him, and 100,000 boys Jearn- 
ed trades; 600 unwed mothers 
were cared for, and 6,000 abandon- 
ed babies provided with foster 
homes. 

Who can argue with a record 
like that, when the man who 
brought it about spent years of his 
priestly life on his knees?— 
Donald F. X. Connolly, Fort Lau- 
derdale, Florida. 


Devotions for 
Holy Communion 
by Hubert McEvoy, S.J. 


Templegate, ae ees Til. 
1959, pp. 334, $2.95 


pee size, binding, paper, print, 
make-up, and the accurate 
consistency which characterize 
the proofreading throughout are 
already a recommendation of this 
welcome book. It is a compilation 
of prayers in preparation for and 
thanksgiving after Holy Com- 
munion. There are 30 such pre- 
parations and 30 thanksgivings. 
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BOOKS for every PRIEST 


CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS: 


Separated Brothers 


by Leon Cristiani and Jean Rilliet. Translated by J. I. Holland, S.J., 
and G. V. Tutungi, M.A. A series of letters, friendly, yet frank, 
between two distinguished theologians—one a Catholic, the other 
a Protestant—which discuss the differences which divide Chris- 
tians and the means to a closer union in common charity. $3.95 


MARTIN LUTHER AND IGNATIUS LOYOLA 


Spokesmen for Two Worlds of Belief 


by Friedrich Richter. Translated by Rev. Leonard Zwinger. A com- 
parative study of the two outstanding and dynamic figures of the 
Reformation. Written with scholarly objectivity, this volume will 
serve as a contribution towards Christian unity. $3.75 


FROM SHADOWS TO REALITY 


Studies in the Biblical Typology of the Fathers 


by Jean Danielou, S.J. Translated by Dom Wulstan Hibberd. The 
historical events of the Old Testament were seen by early Patristic 
writers as “types” or “figures” of the events of the New Testament. 
Jean Daniélou’s new and important book is a study of these typo- 
logical interpretations of the Church Fathers. $5.50 


HOW 10 GIVE A RETREAT 


Practical Notes 


by Ignatius Iparraguirre, S.J. A helpful manual containing sugges- 
tions on matters which play an important part in the success or 
failure of a retreat. The author discusses the techniques of the Ig- 
nation Exercises and their application to concrete conditions. 


Paper $1.50 
EASTERN CATHOLIC LITURGIES 


by Rev. Nicholas Liesel. Photographs by N. Makula. A handsome 
album of 114 photographs with accompanying text illustrating the 
rich diversity of the Eucharistic celebration of the various Eastern 
Catholic Churches. $4.95 


Wherever good books are sold 


THE NEWMAN PRESS 


WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND 
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They are preceded by the Order 
of the Mass in English and in 
Latin, in two columns. At the end 
of the book, before the index, is 
a somewhat different and really 
elegant, translation in English of 
the prayer before the representa- 
tion of Christ crucified, the 
En ego. The Obsecro te is not 
there. But priests, no doubt, know 
that by heart. 


This is not a prayer book for 
priests in particular, but for the 
laity, for religious, and for priests 
— for anybody and everybody. 

Each preparation and _ each 
thanksgiving, if read slowly and 
devoutly, will take 15 or 20 min- 
utes, which is an adequate length 
of time, earnestly recommended 
to all in order that the reception 
of Holy Communion may be pro- 
ductive of a greater abundance of 
divine grace. 

To show just what treasures of 
prayer one may expect from this 
book, I go through the first prep- 
aration and thanksgiving. In the 
the first preparation there is a 
verse from the Bible, John 6:54; 
a reading from St. Catherine of 
Siena; a prayer from “Paradisus 
Animae”’; another from the West- 
minster Missal, 14th century; a 
third from Newman’s ‘Medita- 
tions and Devotions.” Then there 
is Psalm 24 and two appropriate 
selections and a prayer from the 
Imitation of Christ. 

In the first thanksgiving there 
is. a paragraph from ‘Mediator 
Dei,” by Pius XII; Psalm 118; an 
act of humility from . Newman’s 
“Meditations and Devotions”; an 
act of praise from St. Augustine; 
a prayer for protection from the 
Roman Missal; an act of trust by 
St. Augustine; an appropriate 
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chapter from the Imitation of 
Christ; a hymn by J. E. Leeson 
(1807-82); a prayer for others by 
St. Peter Canisius. 

And so, throughout the 30 pre- 
parations and thanksgiving, there 
are precious jewels of prayer 
from numerous sources. 

In the preface it is mentioned 
and the statement is not chal- 
lenged that the best preparation 
for Communion is a devout fol- 
lowing (or offering) of the Mass. 
Rather, advantage is taken of the 
liberty indicated in the Encyclical 
on Christian Worship which in- 
sists that differences of tempera- 
ment and intelligence, as well as 
varying attitudes of mind in the 
same individual, mean that not 
all are affected in the same way 
by prayers and sacred actions, 
there are other ways, “which 
many find easier’ and ‘which, 
though different in form from the 
liturgical prayers, are by their 
nature in keeping with them.” 

This acknowledgment of our 
human “moods” is perhaps also 
a pointer to the use of this book, 
as indeed of any book of devo- 
tion. The direction given in the 
original edition holds good: “It 
provides an abundance of food 
for prayer, but not on that ac- 
count should that food be taken 
hurriedly. Rather let the lover of 
the Blessed Sacrament .. . be in 
no hurry to go forward, but, as a 
master of prayer suggests, be con- 
tent to stop and dwell on a 
thought or word which lifts his 
mind and heart to God.” — W. 
Herbst, S.D.S., Jordan Seminary, 
Menominee, Mich. 


Sa a 


Milan, the most populous 
archdiocese in the whole 
world, is about to build 69 new 
churches. 
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Three Marys 


FR. Winfrid Herbst’s interesting 

discussion of the perennial 
“Mary Magdalene Controversy” in 
a recent issue recalled to my mind 
Professor Willibald Lauck’s treat- 
ment of the question in the fam- 
ous Herders Bibelkommentar (Die 
Heilige Schrift fuer das Leben 
Erklaert) Vol. XI, 2. p. 99 ff, pub- 
lished in Freiburg, Germany, in 
1936. Since, as far as I am aware, 
this commentary has not yet been 
made available in English, I think 
some of your readers would en- 
joy the following admittedly 
hasty translation of the pertinent 
paragraphs: 


ideal gifts 


for Christmas 
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Having briefly noted the high- 
lights of the divergent Greek and 
Latin commentators and the grad- 
ual crystallization of the Western 
view favoring a singular identifi- 
eation of the three women, parti- 
cularly since the time of Gregory — 
the Great — (he mentions, e.g. 
the condemnation of the learned 
Faber Stapulensis as a heretic by 
the Sorbonne faculty in 1521 for 
having defended the opposite 
view) — Prof. Lauck continues: 

If one examines the Gospel 
texts themselves, they very clearly 
speak of three distinct persons. 
That the anointing Mary in Joh. 
12, 1 ff. is identical with the un- 
named woman of Mt. 26,6 ff. and 
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Mk. 14,3 is obvious. The only dif- 
ference in the narrative — John 
speaks of her anointing the feet 


| while the others mention the 
| head — is readily solved: John, 
rounding out the earlier narra- 


tives of the others, reports merely 
the more noteworthy and extra- 
ordinary part of her action. In 
point of fact, John, too, is aware 
that she anointed more than the 
feet (Joh.11,2: ‘“. .. who anoint- 
ed the Lord and dried his feet 
with her hair’). That this Mary 
of Bethany is the same Mary of 
whom Luke speaks in ch. 10,38 ff. 
is also obvious: the names of the 
two sisters say so, even if Luke 
does not identify their “village.” 
Moreover the data of Joh. 11,1 
and 2, clearly refer to Luke 10,38 
or at any rate to the same per- 
sons of that narrative, as already 
familiar to his readers. 


Not The Sinner 


This Mary, however, could not 
have been the “sinner” of whom 
Luke 7,36 speaks. For, a few 
pages later (10, 38 and 39) Luke 
first explicitly introduces Mary 
and her sister Martha to his read- 
ers without the slightest refer- 
ence to the earlier narrative of 
the anointing. But it would be as 
specious to assume that he had 
omitted mention of the fact, even 
though he knew she was the same 
person, as to suppose that he did 
not know the facts himself. More- 
over, this early anointing occurred 
in a “town” in Galilee (Lk. 7,37) 
while Mary lived in a “village’’ 
(Lk.10,38) identified by Joh.11,1 
as Bethany, about an hour’s dis- 
tance from Jerusalem. It would 
therefore have to be assumed that 
the family had moved, but there 
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is not the slightest hint in the 
Gospels that such was the case. 
Indeed, it is clear from the con- 
text of Lk.10,38 that they had re- 
sided in Bethany even at the time 
of Jesus’ preaching in Galilee 
(during which the anointing by 
the “sinner” occurred). Finally, 
the Gospel narratives nowhere 
give the slightest hint that the 
reticent, contemplative Mary had 
been only a short time before a 
very gay woman of the world 
known all over town because of 
her wanton behavior. 

Nor is she to be identfied with 
Mary Magdalene. That the latter 
was from Magdala, the former 
from Bethany, would not, in it- 
self, be conclusive evidence, since 
she might well have been born 


in Magdala and _ subsequently 
moved to Bethany — though it 
would then seem strange that she ~ 
should nevertheless continue to 
be designated consistently as “the 
Magdalene” (LK.8,2). But it is 
even more significant that the 
four Evangelists, all of whom 
mention Mary Magdalene so often 
— including Luke and John who 
also speak of Mary of Bethany — 
never once give the slightest hint 
that they might be referring to 
one and the same person. On the 
contrary: they are clearly speak- 
ing of two different women: one, 
the Magdalene, followed Jesus 
first in his journeys’ through 
Galilee and accompanied him to 
the Pasch in Jerusalem; the other 
lived at Bethany where she was 
occasionally visited by the Lord 
— for the narratives of Luke as 
well as John reveal that Jesus 
was a friend of the family — but 
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she apparently did not leave: 
Bethany during the years in ques- - 
tion. 

For the sake of completeness, , 
a clear distinction should be made: 
also between Mary Magdalene and | 
the “sinner” (Lk.7,37). For if the: 
two were one and the same per-: 
son, Luke after having given the‘ 
detailed account of the Lord’s: 
anointing by the sinner would! 
certainly not have introduced the: 
Magdalene in the very next chap-- 
ter merely with the laconic re-- 
mark that the Lord had driven: 
seven devils out of her (Lk.8,2) . 


The Source of Confusion 


How the three women came to: 
be identified as one is easy te! 
see. First of all there was the: 
similarity of the episodes of the: 
anointings, which easily led te: 
the opinion that one and the same: 
woman had anointed Jesus first! 
in the house of the Pharisee in: 
Galilee and again in the house of! 
Simon the Leper in Bethany, par- 
ticularly since the aforementioned! 
Pharisee had the same name of! 
Simon (Lk.7,40 and 44) — al- 
though it should be remembered! 
that this name was extremely) 
common among the Jews. More-: 
over, John (11,2) remarks thati 
“it was Mary who anointed the: 
Lord with ointment, and wiped! 
his feet dry with her hair.” | 

Since this remark occurs ear-; 
lier than the narrative of the sup-: 
per at Bethany, the idea suggest-} 
ed itself that these words refer-: 
red to Luke’s narrative of the: 
earlier anointing by the “sinner.”| 
But the notion was an error. Even) 
taken by itself, such an identifi-| 
cation of a person by a reference: 
to some characteristic circum-' 
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stance can easily point ahead to 
something the author intends to 
relate in detail later in his story 
(cf. Mk. 3, 19: . and Judas Is- 
cariot, he who betrayed him’). In 
this instance, moreover, the re- 
mark can refer only to the subse- 
quent anointing. For, “the sin- 
'ner” did not anoint “the Lord,” 
| put only his feet; and she did not 
/ dry the ointment but her tears 
/ with her hair, before she anointed 
' the Lord’s feet with ointment. 

Once Mary of Bethany had been 
identified with ‘the sinner,” how- 
ever, only one short step was 
needed to identify both with Mary 
Magdalene. After all, the Lord had 
“driven seven devils out of her”; 
she would, therefore, have been 
“the sinner.” 

In point of fact, the only thing 
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the three women have in common 
is their tremendous love for the 
Lord. But even this love reveals, 
on closer view, three distinctive 
shadings. The passionate contri- 
tion and gratitude of the convert- 
ed sensualist “sinner’’ in Galilee 
is altogether different from the 


contemplative silent and interior 


love of Mary of Bethany, even if 
the latter once dares to do, in the 
comparative privacy of the house 
of the close friend and neighbor, 
Simon the Leper, what the other 
one had done publicly in the 
house of a strange and hostile 
Pharisee who despised and con- 
demned her. 


Even so, Mary of Bethany does 
not express her personal feelings 
as violently even now as the wo- 
man of Galilee who allows her 
tears of contrition to flow with- 
out regard for the shocked stares 
and gibes of a hostile audience. 
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“lives” with the Messenger Church Art Calendar 
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and a daily guidance for carrying out our Catholic 
obligations. A favorite in thousands of Catholic 
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And again, how different from 
these two is the energetic love of 
Mary Magdalene who follows 


Jesusealong all the weary miles 
of his journeyings to serve him 
and his cause and who, even at 
the tomb, does not give up until 
she has found, not the missing 
corpse but her risen Lord. 


ROSARY PARTS 
Fascinating Profitable Business or 
Hobby, No Machinery, 


No Experience Required 


FINDINGS FOR 
Jewelry Repair 
Costume Jewelry Mfg. 


Send 25c¢ For Beautiful Illustrated Catalog 


CATH-ART PRODS. CO., Inc. 
138 So. Columbus Ave., Dept. L 
Mount Vernon, N. Y. 


It seems high time, therefore, 
Professor Lauck concludes, that 
the preachers as well as the 
writers of books on meditations 
and devotions would begin to base 
their material on the _ historic 
facts. For, religious inspiraiton, if. 
it is not to be mere play but in- 
tended to revitalize the spirit, 
must be founded squarely on his- 
toric truth. 

Sincerely yours, 
A.J.M. 
Minnesota 


‘In God We Trust’ 


BD ies anyone know the name of 
the Presbyterian minister of 
Lancaster, Pa., who suggested that 
the words “In God We Trust” be 
placed on the coinage of the 
United States when Lincoln in- 
structed his Secretary of the 
Treasury to invite an expression 
from the American public of a 
short sentence expressive of the 
American spirit in the tragedy of 
the Civil War? I have tried in 
vain, among Presbyterian clerics 
and laity, to find that minister’s 
name. The help of your readers 
would be appreciated. 

Yours very sincerely, 

(Rt. Rev.) Martin Cody Keating 

737 East Olive Avenue 

Burbank, California 
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Good Reviews 


WISH to offer a hearty second 
to Father Leonard’s article on 
book reviews in the August issue. 
When I go to a Catholic book 
store to pick out some-books I 
usually feel like a boll weavel at 
the edge of a cotton patch — I 
don’t know where to begin. It was 
stated recently in Emmanuel that 
there are some 700 Catholic titles 
published each year. One needs 
help to choose from among this 
deluge of books, and book review- 
ers should provide this help. 


I have found, however, that 
book reviews are often like last 
year’s Ordo, absolutely useless. 
This is especially true of books 
about spiritual topics. It seems 


that some reviewers have develop- 
ed what a writer in The New 
Yorker a few years ago called: 
“the Reader’s Digest mentality.” 
Everything is “the most wonder- 
ful,” ‘the most unforgetable,” 
“the most amazing,’ etc. Just 
make a spot check of the book- 
review section of some of our 
Catholic magazines and see the 
complimentary adjectives flow 
like a TV commercial. It may be 
that some of these books are good, 
but they aren’t all good. I know, 
because I have read some of them. 


I think that Father Gustafson’s 
critique of Conscience of a Con- 
servative was an example of good 
reviewing. Though a little longer 
than the average review, aS was 
warrented by the importance of 
the book, it showed that the re- 
viewer had read and digested the 
book and then passed critical 
judgment on the merits and de- 
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mmerits of it. Let’s have 
sgood book reviews. 
Sincerely yours in Christ 
David Meurer 
Castroville, Texas 


more 


| Appreciates Fr. Gounley 


AM grateful for Fr. Gounley’s 
analysis of the Hagmaier-Glea- 
json book, and glad I didn’t buy it. 
iWe can get along very well with- 
‘out Freud and his “id” and other 
‘confused jargon. I should think 
loffhand that a priest can get out 
‘of Genicot all the ability he needs 
to counsel Catholics. 

| Sincerely in Xto,, 
Edward M. Gallagher 
Albuquerque, N.M. 


I ee, ee sn 
ed 


—_ 


Hy pnotizing 
The Scrupulous 


i)": Odenwald’s article on the 
the facts of hypnosis in the 
September issue is informative, 
scientific and up to date. But in 
emphasizing the fact that most 
dangers do not come from hypno- 
tism itself or from hypnotism 
prudently administered by a comp- 
etent, reliable and responsible op- 
arator, he perhaps tried to prove 
too much when apparently he de- 
nied that hypnotism can be the 
occasion for moral delinquency. 
He wrote that “hypnotism cannot 
be used for immoral purposes.” 
It is quite true that hypnotism 
as such does not render the patient 
unconscious, nor does it cause him 
or her to commit future crime, nor 
does it weaken the will of the 
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hypnotised so as to make him 
completely irresponsible, just in 
case the operator attempts to sug- 
gest immoral thoughts or even per- 
form obscene touches, while the 
patient is being put into the sub- 
conscious state or thereafter. 


We do not say that the operator 
could get by with such malfea- 
sance in the long run; but we do 
say that mere competence as such 
is no guarantee against malfea- 
sance. And hence we think that 
there is at least the possibility 
that patients who are not strong- 
willed and virtuous when under 
the hypnotic influence of agnostic, 
atheistic, materialistic operators, 
must still be warned against moral 
dangers coincident with hypnosis, 
if not the direct effect thereof. 


Point No. 2: We regret that 
Dr. Odenwald did not explain the 
cryptic remark: “If in hypnosis 
you take away a man’s scrupulos- 
ity, he may lose his faith.” 


Was there a misprint? Does he 
imply that even a competent and 
morally reliable psychiatrist like 
himself finds it difficult or dan- 
gerous to apply hypnosis to scru- 
ples? Is the danger an intrinsic 
one, insofar as it is difficult to 
dissociate a false and obsessive 
guilt complex from a true and 
necessary sense of sin? There must 
be some way to dissociate these 
elements not only in morals but 
also in scientific methods of heal- 
ing this type of mental obsession 
and emotional imbalance. Given 
scientific competence and moral 
reliability on the part of the psy- 
chiatrist, we see no reason why 
at least some scrupulous obses- 
sions might not yield to a wise 


1028 


and judicious use of hypnotism. 
No doubt there are better ways. . 


The Sense of Sin 

The basic danger for the psy- 
chologist, psychiatrist, hypnotist is 
the failure to distingush between 
actual guilt and a mere guilt com- 
plex. Even though distinct, they 
can exist side by side in the same 
patient. Some scrupulants are no- 
toriously lax in things outside . 
their partial guilt complex. 

Let’s not throw the baby out 
with the bath water! 

Several years ago we found it 
necessary to dissent from the bold 
and bald advice given by a famous 
French scientist and naively copied 
in a theological digest. The scru- 
pulant was advised to ignore sin, 
to ignore all guilt and act as if 
sin did not exist. This means that 
it was taken for granted that the 
“complex” embraced the whole 
moral law in the individual con- 
science under view — which would 
make him a complete and total 
“scrupe,”’ or else it meant that 
to rid him of his scruples, he 
would have to sacrifice also his 
very sense of sin and guilt. The 
two do at times seem inextricable. 

Then there is a case we met 
with in actual practice. A lady 
had been counselled to confess 
only her past sins and these in a 
generic way. She should have been 
told to forget the past except in 
her contrition and penance; and 
to concentrate on God, on her 
house work, on her daily prayers, 
on the next day’s Holy Mass and 
Communion, on God’s infinite love 
and mercy. And to forget about 
herself. As to the obsession of 
guilt, this can be ignored by posi- 
tively directing the mind and heart 
to God. It can even be buried in 
the heart of Jesus, sanctified by 
the blood of the Lamb, accepted 
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Newly revised 12th edition 


This book has become a favorite of 
Parish Discussion groups because the 
author presents this story of Christ’s 
life on earth in a fast-moving, pow- 
erful style which makes absorbing 
reading. Many little-known facts are 
brought to light in this 200 page book 
which create and sustain reader in- 
terest. 


At the end of each of the 27 
chapters there are probing questions 
which encourage thoughtful adult 
group discussions. 


The gospels are artfully blended into the story in time se- 
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as a cross on the way to Calvary, 
as a means and a spur to abandon- 
ing oneself into the arms of our 
heavenly Father. This is far bet- 
ter than merely ignoring fruitless 
worries and needless anxieties. It 
is infinitely better than ignoring 
all sense of guilt, for the simple 
reason that the partial “scrupe” 
has other real sins to repent of 
and atone for; and the total 
“scrupe” has to atone for past 
attachment to sin and for his pres- 
ent lack of complete confidence in 
God and submission to his confes- 
sor. 

If the psychiatrist has no other 
way but to rob the patient of his 
basic sense of sin, then he is con- 
science-bound to keep hands off 
and let the patient keep his scru- 
ples. For it is better to be scrupu- 
lous about “nothing” than to be 
godless and deprived of moral 
sense in everything. 

Albert F. Kaiser, C.PP.S. 
San Pierre, Indiana 


Self-Denial 
For The Priest 


E often hear about the neces- 
sity of penance for Christians. 
Often we hear about its import- 
ance for priests. Not too often are 
definite practices of penance list- 
ed because no one wants to go 
on record as advocating this or 
that act of self-denial. Perhaps 
they fear that their confreres will 
condemn them for not practicing 
what they preach. 
However, recently I saw such 
an enumeration of such valuable 
acts and I am taking the liberty 
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of passing them on to anyone who 
feels that he should inject some 
“honest” sacrifice into his spirit- 
ual life. Good luck if you want 
to try some on for size. 

Forego reading a newspaper or 


magazine (not THE PRIEsT!), or 


listening to a T.V. or radio show. 

Omit looking in shop windows 
while on the street. 

Do not boast or praise yourself. 

Do a favor to those who are 
subject to you. 

Give up desserts, or cocktails, 
smoking (even partially); pray on 
your knees, instead of sitting. 

Omit eating between meals. 

Accept a humiliation or rebuke 
without a sharp answer. 

Be especially kind to those who 
annoy or contradict you. 

Never complain, even in a jok- 
ing way, of what you have to 
suffer. 

Try to say your Office in front 
of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Make an extra _ visit to 
Blessed Sacrament. 

Use more denial of your eyes 
during daily duties. 

Humbly, 
Unmortified 


the 


St. Joseph in the. Canon 


Died geie eset of St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church in Capitola, 
Calif., have secured more than a 
thousand signatures on a petition 


to be mailed to Pope John XXIII | 
requesting that the name of St. Jo- | 


seph be included in the Canon of 
the Mass. 


Members of the Capitola church | 


were inspired by the action of 
Monsignor Joseph M. Phelan, 85- 


year-old pastor of St. Joseph’s in | 


| 
! 
| 


Capitola for more than 30 years, | 
who petitioned the Holy Father in | 


a personal letter on December 4, 
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1959 to consider the insertion of 
jthe name of St. Joseph immediate- 
ly after the august name of Mary 
ever Virgin in the prayer “Deliv- 
er us O Lord” which follows the 
“Pater Noster.” 


Spearheading a concentrated ef- 

fort to honor St. Joseph in this 
sway will be the mailing to Rome 
of the parish petition. This is be- 
ing followed by the mailing of a 
ee similar requests to par- 
Jishes and religious orders through- 
out the United States to do like- 
wise. 


; 


Sincerely yours, 
V. B. 
Capitola, Calif. 


Bishop Pike 
Not A Mason 


ITH reference to Mr. William 
| J. Whalen’s “Freemasonry 
| Today” in your July issue, p. 638: 
I do not know who is the more 
/ surprised, myself or the Masons, 
to discover that I have been grant- 
Sod membership in that organiza- 
tion. Since I am not a member of 
that Lodge, and since I have not, 
on all occasions, approved of the 
-group’s public stands,* I would 
very much appreciate a retraction. 


With every good wish, 


Sincerely, 
Mm James A. Pike 
San Francisco 


— ee 


* In fact, in this state two years 
ago I fought them vigorously in 
their attempts to tax parochial 
schools and also rebuked the is- 
suance of anti-R.C. literature. 
— mJ.A.P. 
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HERE WITHOUT QUESTION is the great 
reference work for Catholics—a complete Sigua 
library of 150 superb volumes, being pub- Wagiiiae 
lished at the rate of 2 volumes every month Re a 
—each volume complete in itself, each cov- =) Fee sae 
ering just one phase of religion, each by a () 

Catholic scholar outstanding in his field— 
and each volume arranged and written for 
enjoyable continuous reading as well as for 
ready reference! 
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YOUR RECTORY, YOUR SCHOOL, YOUR 
LIBRARY need this unique monument fo schol- 
arship and faith! The books are beautifully 
bound, in an easy-to-handle 6” x 9” size. 
Among the volumes already published are 
‘What is Faith?"; ‘‘Who Is The Devil?”’, “‘The 


Papacy", Origin of Man", and. many more. 
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HOW TO GET IT: You can make a subs Winner of 
stantial saving when you order your Encyclo- The Thomas More 
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